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INTRODUCTION 

HERE  is  a  practical  book  based  on  experience. 
For  four  summers  Mr.  Knapp  has  been 
conducting  Community  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  Schools.  During  the  past  summer  his  four 
schools  in  four  cities  enrolled  more  than  sixteen  hun- 
dred boys  and  girls. 

In  each  school  the  attendance  was  larger  the  second 
week  than  the  first.  In  one  school  the  attendance 
was  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  on  the  first  day 
and  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  the  second.  In 
another  school  the  attendance  was  two  hundred  and 
ninety-five  on  the  first  day  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty-five  on  the  second.  The  boys  and  girls  like  the 
work  so  well  that  they  ask  for  afternoon  sessions 
also. 

The  schools  are  non-sectarian.  Jews,  Protestants, 
and  Catholics  are  welcome.  He  features  music, 
stories,  Bible  work,  conduct,  and  character  building. 
Each  school  closes  with  a  pageant  usually  given  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon,  when  one  to  two  thousand  parents 
and  friends  attend. 

The  Vacation  School  movement  is  in  its  infancy. 
As  more  schools  are  established  in  towns  and  cities, 
this  book  will  help  many  a  pastor  and  Sunday  School 
worker.     . 

z  Marion  Lawrance. 

Chicago,  111. 
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PREFACE 

THIS  book  is  not  primarily  concerned  with  the 
Denominational  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 
but  with  the  community  school.  Its  appeal 
is  especially  to  the  community  which  has  two  or 
more  churches  and  which  wishes  to  conduct  a  Com- 
munity Daily  Vacation  Bible  School. 

Prof.  Norman  E.  Richardson,  in  his  introduction 
to  "  The  Vacation  Religious  Day  School,"  by  Staf- 
ford, says :  "If  religious  training  is  to  be  universal 
for  our  country,  it  must  be  organized  and  maintained 
by  all  the  churches  acting  together.  The  community 
is  a  natural  unit  in  our  national  life.  An  adequate 
program  of  religious  education  for  a  community  in- 
volves many  problems  which  can  be  solved  only  by 
community  co-operation."  He  also  adds :  "  The 
program  of  the  vacation  session  can  make  use  of  the 
prevailing  play-spirit  without  in  any  way  invalidating 
the  educational  efficiency  of  the  work.  Play  is  not 
incompatible  with  childhood  religion." 

In  the  dozen  or  more  vacation  schools  which  we 
have  conducted  during  the  past  four  summers,  we 
have  tried  to  keep  before  us  those  two  things  —  the 
community  idea  and  the  play-spirit.  We  have  done 
many  things  which  the  average  vacation  school  does 
not  do  and  we  have  left  undone  many  things  which 
many  schools  have  done.  We  have  paid  more  atten- 
tion to  Bible  work,  memory  work,  music  and  stories 
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than  we  have  to  manual  work.  We  have  reached 
and  held  more  boys  and  girls  from  ten  to  sixteen 
years  of  age  than  from  four  to  nine.  We  have  per- 
mitted boys  and  girls  to  come  at  8  a.  m.,  instead  of 
having  them  line  up  in  the  hot  sun  and  wait  until 

9  a.  m.  before  they  could  enter  the  building.  We 
have  even  had  afternoon  sessions  on  the  hottest  days 
of  the  summer,  and  the  boys  and  girls  have  come  of 
their  own  accord.  Our  vacation  schools  have  raised 
more  than  $2,000  for  missions  and  we  have  never 
charged  a  tuition  fee. 

This  book  does  not  claim  to  be  "  the  last  word  " 
on  vacation  schools.  It  tells  about  a  few  practical, 
workable  plans,  but  it  does  not  say  that  other  schools 
should  adopt  the  same  plans.  It  is  one  thing  to  adopt 
a  plan  but  quite  another  to  adapt  it.  The  vacation 
school  movement  today  needs  not  more  uniformity 
but  more  originality.  While  the  vacation  school  has 
done  wonders  for  the  poor  children  in  the  congested 
centers  of  our  big  cities,  we  believe  that  the  vacation 
school  of  the  future  will  do  its  best  work  with  the 
best  boys  and  girls  in  our  best  communities  under  the 
direction  of  our  best  leaders. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  Knapp  for  suggestions  on 
the  Kindergarten  and  Primary  work.  Also  to  Miss 
Jean  McMorran  for  suggestions  on  music. 

E.  C.  K. 

Spokane,  Wash. 
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A  GREAT  MOVEMENT 

FW  people  even  among  religious  leaders  realize 
how  rapidly  the  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 
movement  is  spreading  throughout  the  world. 
Its  growth  within  three  years  has  been  remarkable. 

In  1901,  Rev.  Robert  G.  Boville,  the  founder  of 
the  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School,  opened  five  schools 
on  the  East  Side  in  New  York.  The  growth  at  first 
was  slow  because  the  first  schools  were  for  children 
in  the  crowded  parts  of  our  cities.  In  1916,  after 
vacation  schools  had  been  conducted  for  15  years, 
the  total  number  was  only  375.  Recently  the  move- 
ment has  spread  to  small  cities,  towns  and  country 
places.  In  1920  there  were  1,574  schools,  and  for 
1921  Dr.  Boville  reports  2,414. 

Rapid  as  has  been  the  increase  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Canada,  it  has  been  even  more  rapid  in  China. 
In  1919,  there  were  only  32  vacation  schools  in  that 
country,  but  two  years  later  we  find  382,  due  largely 
to  Dr.  Boville's  good  work.  We  are  told  that  the 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  will  be  a  great  factor 
in  reaching  the  sixty  million  children  in  China  who 
are  "  without  school-teachers,  school  books  or  school- 
houses." 

America's  Opportunity  and  Response 

Anyone  who  has  anything  to  do  with  a  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  should,  first  of  all,  believe  in 
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it.  Get  the  facts.  In  a  short  time  the  facts  will  grip 
you  and  you  will  want  to  give  hearty  support,  not 
because  someone  asks  you  to  assist,  but  because  you 
believe  in  boys  and  girls,  and  because  you  want  to 
do  something  for  them  in  the  summer  time  when 
they  are  quite  free.  Dr.  Boville  is  authority  for  the 
following  statements: 

For  over  two  months  in  summer,  school  super- 
vision is  withdrawn  from  20,000,000  children.  For 
many  of  these  the  vacation  is  a  happy  time,  but  for 
more  it  is  a  time  of  demoralization  and  danger. 
Wage  earners,  busy  all  day,  cannot  give  their  chil- 
dren needed  care.  This  is  especially  true  in  fifty  of 
the  largest  cities  in  the  country.  Street  life  is  apt 
to  foster  lawlessness  in  children.  Is  democracy  safe 
if  its  children  are  neglected  and  their  morale  im- 
paired during  vacations?  Americanization  demands 
for  these  children  formation  and  conservation  of 
character.  Church  buildings  accessible  to  these  chil- 
dren should  be  equipped  as  daily  welfare  centers. 

Further,  religious  training  is  not  allowed  in  our 
public  schools,  consequently  the  duty  of  providing 
for  it  rests  on  the  church.  In  what  measure  is  it  ful- 
filling this  duty?  Of  the  population  between  three 
and  eighteen  years  of  age  at  least  10,000,000  are  not 
enrolled  in  any  Sunday  School.  Is  democracy  safe 
without  the  Bible  and  the  knowledge  of  God;  is 
Americanization  possible  without  this  dynamic  ?  The 
summer  vacation  is  the  greatest  opportunity  of  the 
year  for  churches  to  supply  this  vital  need  in  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  Schools. 

(a)  To  promote  the  social  welfare  of  children,  ir- 
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respective  of  race  or  creed,  by  giving  them  competent 
teachers,  suitable  and  happy  occupations,  oversight 
of  games,  good  songs ;  above  all,  to  combine  with  this 
program  Americanization  and  the  Bible  that  from 
the  beginning  has  shaped  the  Nation's  history. 
Twenty  million  school  children  have  a  summer  vaca- 
tion lasting  two  months  or  more.  They  welcome 
such  leaders  and  such  a  program. 

(b)  To  promote  the  community  use  of  church 
buildings  in  cities  and  rural  districts  for  child  wel- 
fare on  broad,  non-sectarian  lines,  especially  when 
public  schools  are  closed  in  summer.  Many  churches 
need  to  be  Americanized,  i.  e.,  to  be  imbued  with  the 
democratic  spirit  necessary  for  community  service. 
One  hundred  seventy-eight  thousand  Protestant 
church  buildings  in  the  United  States  represent  an 
investment  valued  at  $935,000,000  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion. To  fail  to  use  them  for  community  welfare  is  a 
serious  form  of  economic  waste. 

(c)  To  employ  in  this  field  of  service  alert  college 
men  and  women  inspired  with  the  spirit  of  social 
service  and  fitted  to  be  efficient  leaders  of  children  in 
worship,  work  and  play.  It  is  an  educational  and 
economic  waste  to  spend  millions  in  educating  young 
men  and  women,  and  nothing  in  utilizing  their  vaca- 
tion months  to  promote  American  and  Christian 
ideals.  There  are  over  400,000  students  in  our  col- 
leges and  professional  schools. 

Other  Considerations 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  might  mention  several 
other  serious  considerations.    Not  only  is  the  Bible 
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not  taught  in  our  public  schools,  but  in  many  a  Prot- 
estant home  the  Bible  is  practically  a  closed  book. 
Moreover,  the  Sunday  School  session  is  so  short,  so 
many  of  the  teachers  are  untrained,  and  so  many  of 
the  pupils  are  irregular,  tardy  and  unprepared,  that 
it  is  refreshing  to  see  a  large  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School  supplement  (not  supplant)  the  church,  the 
home,  the  Sunday  School,  and  the  public  school. 
In  the  Sunday  School  we  are  always  crowded  for 
time,  but  in  the  vacation  school  we  have  three  solid 
hours  every  morning  five  days  in  the  week  with  no 
distractions. 


II 


WHY  CALL  IT  "  COMMUNITY  DAILY 
VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL"? 

WE  prefer  the  name  Community  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  because  each 
word  gives  a  very  definite  idea.  Some 
may  call  it  a  Church  Vacation  School  or  a  Sum- 
mer School  of  Religion  or  a  Religious  Day 
School.  Others  may  call  it  a  literary  or  athletic  club. 
In  fact,  some  vacation  schools  have  been  successfully 
conducted  under  the  name  of  a  club.  However,  we 
prefer  Community  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 
for  the  following  reasons : 

It  Is  a  School 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  a  School.  The  boys  and 
girls  respect  it  because  it  is  called  a  school,  and  so 
do  the  parents.  As  a  rule  no  textbooks  are  used 
and  no  home  assignments  are  made,  but  when  it 
comes  to  good  order,  regular  attendance,  punctuality, 
memory  work,  carefulness  and  a  desire  to  do  good 
work  we  can  call  it  a  school  and  advertise  it  as  such 
without  any  apology. 

It  Is  a  Bible  School 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  a  Bible  school.  Jews  are 
invited,  and  so  are  the  Catholics,  but  we  do  not  win 

them  by  putting  the  soft  pedal  on  the  word  Bible. 
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We  are  not  ashamed  of  this  great  Book.  We  want 
the  parents  and  the  pupils  to  know  in  advance  that 
we  are  conducting  a  Bible  school.  Bible  stories  will 
be  told.  Bible  verses  will  be  learned.  Bible  scenes 
will  be  dramatized.  The  Bible  or  the  New  Testa- 
ment will  be  used  again  and  again.  We  believe  that 
more  boys  and  girls  are  lost  to  a  vacation  school 
when  the  word  Bible  is  dropped  out  than  when  it  is 
kept  to  the  front.  Many  parents  send  their  chil- 
dren, not  because  of  handwork,  or  stories,  or  athlet- 
ics, or  picnics,  but  because  we  promise  to  teach  the 
Bible.  The  Bible  should  be  at  the  very  heart  of  the 
school.  All  other  features  should  be  co-ordinated 
with  the  supreme  feature,  the  Bible. 

It  Is  a  Vacation  Bible  School 

In  the  third  place,  it  is  a  Vacation  school.  The 
boys  and  girls  are  having  vacation  from  public 
school.  Parents  have  made  their  plans  for  the  sum- 
mer. We  cannot  expect  all  the  boys  and  girls  to 
attend  each  day  because  parents  have  often  made 
other  plans  for  them  far  in  advance.  We  should 
not  say  to  the  boys  and  girls,  "If  you  cannot  come 
every  day,  you  need  not  come  at  all."  It  is  more 
fitting  to  say,  "  I  know  that  this  is  your  vacation 
time  and  your  parents  may  have  planned  for  some 
trips  or  for  some  work  for  you.  We  do  not  want 
to  break  into  those  plans,  but  if  possible  we  would 
like  to  see  you  here  every  day.  If  obliged  to  be  ab- 
sent for  a  day  or  more,  feel  free  to  come  back  into 
the  school  at  any  time.  Moreover,  if  you  know  of 
boys  and  girls  who  cannot  attend  the  first  week,  tell 


WHY  CALL  IT  "  COMMUNITY  "!        17 

them  we  welcome  them  the  second  week  or  the  third 
week." 

It  Is  a  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 

In  the  fourth  place,  it  is  a  Daily  vacation  school. 
It  meets  every  day  for  five  days  in  the  week,  and  as 
a  rule  it  meets  from  9  to  12.  The  word  "  Daily  " 
is  in  contrast  to  the  word  "  Sunday  ".  We  find  that 
many  of  the  boys  and  girls  are  regular  in  the  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  when  they  are  not  regular 
in  the  Sunday  school  in  the  summer  time.  When 
we  investigate  we  find  that  many  parents  who  work 
hard  during  the  week  go  on  Sunday  trips  in  the  sum- 
mer, and,  of  course,  take  their  children  with  them. 
They  do  not  find  it  convenient  to  send  them  to  Sun- 
day School  regularly  during  July  and  August,  but 
they  like  to  send  them  to  a  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  because  they  know  that  during  the  summer 
the  boys  and  girls  are  not  merely  kept  out  of  mis- 
chief and  off  from  the  streets,  but  will  get  valuable 
lessons  in  Bible  study,  character  building,  etc. 

A  Community  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 

In  the  fifth  place,  the  majority  of  the  daily  vaca- 
tion Bible  schools  are  Community  schools.  Even 
when  conducted  by  one  denomination,  they  are  often 
advertised  as  being  for  the  entire  community.  How- 
ever, the  real  community  school  is  one  which  is  sup- 
ported jointly  by  two  or  more  denominations. 

It  is  possible  for  a  church  to  be  so  Denominational 
and  so  sectarian  as  to  announce  that  its  vacation 
school  is  especially  for  its  own  church  children,  but 
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the  average  church  which  cares  enough  for  vacation 
school  work  cares  also  for  team  work,  and  seeks  the 
co-operation  of  near-by  churches.  At  least  it  an- 
nounces that  all  boys  and  girls  are  welcome,  even 
though  the  management  and  teaching  staff  may  be 
entirely  from  that  denomination. 

In  the  smaller  cities  and  in  the  average  town  the 
most  successful  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  is  a 
community  affair.  It  can  secure  better  help,  get  bet- 
ter publicity,  secure  better  financial  assistance,  line 
up  more  boys  and  girls,  get  better  buildings  and 
equipment,  have  bigger  and  better  picnics,  give  a 
better  final  program  and  at  the  same  time  unify  the 
religious  life  and  produce  a  better  community  spirit 
than  if  two  or  three  small  vacation  schools  were  con- 
ducted in  a  competitive  manner. 

Many  vacation  schools  do  not  use  the  word  Com- 
munity, but  instead  the  name  of  the  town,  as  the 
Spokane  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School.  A  denomina- 
tional daily  vacation  Bible  school  cannot  use  the 
name  of  the  town  or  the  city  or  of  the  community. 
In  a  town  where  there  are  several  Sunday  Schools, 
and  where  the  boys  and  girls  have  been  receiving 
separate  religious  instruction  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,  it  is  a  fine  sight  to  see  the  boys  and  girls, 
regardless  of  religious  faith,  grouped  together  in  a 
large  Community  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  for  a 
good  share  of  the  summer. 


Ill 

HOW  ORGANIZE  IT 

FREQUENTLY  a  Community  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  School  is  conducted  under  the  auspices 
of  some  permanent  organization  like  a  church 
federation,  a  ministerial  association,  a  Sunday  School 
superintendent's  union  or  a  county  Sunday  School 
association.  In  that  case  the  president  of  the  organi- 
zation, in  consultation  with  the  other  officers,  usually 
appoints  the  necessary  committees,  but  in  many  a 
community  there  is  no  permanent  organization  to  as- 
sume responsibility.  How,  then,  are  the  necessary 
steps  to  be  taken? 

First  of  all,  there  should  be  at  least  one  person  in 
a  community  who  really  wants  such  a  school.  If 
there  are  two  or  three  who  are  enthusiastic  over 
vacation  schools,  all  the  better.  But  one  person  who 
believes  in  it  and  who  keeps  at  it,  and  who  secures 
the  co-operation  of  others,  can  in  most  cases  bring 
things  to  pass. 

Not  Mere  Talk 

One  time  a  conference  was  held  to  discuss  vaca- 
tion school  plans.  Among  those  attending  were  two 
men  who  came  from  neighboring  towns.  One  ap- 
peared more  enthusiastic  and  talkative  than  the 
other,  but  when  he  went  home  he  did  nothing  but 
talk.     The  other  one  called  together  representative 
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workers  who  appointed  the  necessary  committees 
and  the  school  became  a  reality  within  30  days.  In 
the  other  town  the  other  man  is  still  talking  about 
what  he  hopes  to  do  some  day. 

Any  man  or  woman  who  wants  a  vacation  school 
badly  enough  can  get  it.  It  will  mean  lots  of  hard 
work.  In  calling  together  representative  workers  it 
is  best  to  include  pastors,  superintendents  and  pri- 
mary leaders.  After  discussing  the  advisability  of 
holding  such  a  school,  and  after  deciding  to  make  it 
a  good  one  (for  the  best  is  none  too  good),  appoint 
a  permanent  committee  of  three  or  five  or  seven  and 
ask  this  committee  to  appoint  the  subcommittees, 
such  as  the  Committee  on  Teaching  Staff,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Buildings,  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
the  Committee  on  Publicity. 

The  Teaching  Staff 

Select  a  Principal  and  give  him  a  free  hand  to  out- 
line his  work,  find  other  helpers,  select  the  place  or 
places  of  meeting  and  determine  upon  the  number 
of  weeks.  Frequently  a  Minister  makes  a  good 
Principal.  The  average  minister  ought  to  be  glad 
to  sacrifice  a  few  of  his  summer  weeks  in  order  to 
get  in  closer  touch  with  the  young  life  of  the  com- 
munity. Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  bring  in  a 
leader  from  the  outside.  Upon  the  Principal  falls 
the  greatest  responsibility.  Whether  the  school  is  a 
success  or  not,  will  depend  not  only  upon  how  he 
does  his  preliminary  work,  but  upon  how  well  pre- 
pared he  is  when  the  school  meets  the  first  day. 
Sometimes  the  Principal  looks  after  the  music  and 
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the  handwork.  Many  vacation  schools  have  a  mini- 
mum of  four  leaders — a  Principal,  a  Leader  of 
Music,  a  Director  of  Handwork,  and  a  Kinder- 
garten Teacher,  but  some  large  schools  have  only 
three  leaders — a  Principal,  a  Musician,  and  a  Kinder- 
garten Teacher.  In  that  case  the  Principal  looks 
after  the  handwork  for  the  boys,  while  the  Pianist 
looks  after  this  work  for  the  girls.  In  some  schools 
where  more  talent  is  available,  the  following  leaders 
are  secured:  a  Principal,  a  Leader  of  Music,  a 
Pianist,  a  Story  Teller,  a  Director  of  Bible  Work,  a 
Director  of  Handwork  for  the  Boys,  a  Director  of 
Handwork  for  the  Girls,  a  Kindergarten  Teacher,  a 
Primary  Teacher,  and  an  Athletic  Director. 

The  Buildings 

Community  vacation  schools  usually  make  use  of 
two  or  more  buildings.  It  may  be  best  to  have  three 
churches;  one  for  the  Kindergarten,  one  for  the 
Primary  and  another  for  the  Junior-Intermediate. 
If  the  ventilation  and  the  lights  are  poor  in  the 
churches  it  may  be  best  to  use  a  hall  or  a  public 
school  building.  One  of  our  largest  schools  uses  the 
Masonic  Temple  every  summer  because  it  is  roomy, 
well  located,  well  equipped  and  well  ventilated.  The 
Masonic  Temple  is  used  instead  of  church  base- 
ments, which  are  dark  and  dingy,  and  instead  of 
church  auditoriums  where  the  stained  glass  windows 
make  artificial  light  a  necessity  and  at  the  same  time 
prevent  good  ventilation. 

There  are  several  advantages  in  using  public 
school  buildings  when  the  School  Board  will  permit 
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it.  There  is  a  well-equipped  playground  near  the 
building.  There  are  better  lavatory  facilities.  There 
is  a  manual  training  room.  There  is  better  light  and 
ventilation.  Moreover,  it  becomes  more  of  a  com- 
munity affair  when  it  is  held  in  a  school  building. 
The  question  of  buildings  should  be  discussed  thor- 
oughly in  advance.  In  some  towns  only  two  church 
buildings  are  required.  In  that  case  the  school  is 
divided  into  Kindergarten  and  Main  School.  In  one 
small  town  where  the  vacation  school  was  large,  four 
churches  were  used,  and  there  were  four  depart- 
ments; Kindergarten,  Primary,  Junior,  and  Inter- 
mediate. 


IV 

HOW  FINANCE  IT 

ONE  of  the  first  questions  asked  when  a  vaca- 
tion school  is  contemplated  is,  "Who  is 
going  to  pay  for  it  ?  "  We,  therefore,  give 
a  special  chapter  to  this  topic.  The  size  of  the  school 
and  the  quality  of  the  work  will  depend  largely  upon 
the  funds  available.  The  cost  can  vary  from  $25.00 
to  $400.00.  The  schools  conducted  during  recent 
years  average  about  $1.00  per  pupil  enrolled,  but 
there  were  schools  where  the  expense  has  been  only 
25  cents  per  person.  On  the  other  hand,  in  some 
schools  the  expense  has  been  as  high  as  $2.00  and 
$3.00  per  pupil.  It  depends  upon  the  amount  of 
money  put  into  the  staff,  the  buildings,  the  advertis- 
ing, the  materials,  the  length  of  the  school,  the  char- 
acter of  the  handwork  and  the  cost  of  the  awards. 
Vacation  schools  run  from  two  to  six  weeks.  We 
prefer  sessions  three  or  four  weeks  long.  In  some 
schools  only  the  principal  is  paid — perhaps  $15.00  or 
$20.00  per  week.  In  other  schools  two  or  three 
workers  are  hired,  usually  at  $10.00  per  week.  Then 
again  there  are  schools  which  are  directed  entirely 
by  volunteer  help.  If  halls  or  school  buildings  are 
rented,  the  cost  will  be  more.  Churches  charge  no 
rent. 
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Raise  the  Money  in  Advance 

Whether  the  sum  is  $50.00  or  $200.00,  raise  the 
money  in  advance.  Sometimes  the  churches  and 
Sunday  schools  will  prorate  the  amount.  Usually 
the  finance  committee  finds  it  necessary  to  raise  the 
money  by  securing  individual  contributions.  A  wide- 
awake committee  will  soon  raise  the  small  sum  re- 
quired if  the  work  is  properly  presented  to  the  busi- 
ness men  and  to  the  church  people.  Sometimes  a 
public  meeting  is  held  and  subscriptions  are  received. 
Sometimes  an  entertainment  is  given  to  furnish  the 
money.  Sometimes  a  few  people  will  underwrite 
the  entire  sum  and  then  each  one  will  raise  his  share 
from  his  friends  or  in  his  church. 

Some  vacation  schools  charge  a  tuition  fee  of  50 
cents,  $1.00  or  $2.00  per  pupil.  Some  claim  that  the 
boys  and  girls  are  more  regular  when  a  tuition  fee 
is  paid.  Personally,  we  prefer  not  to  charge  a  fee 
because  frequently  we  find  large  families  where 
three,  four  or  five  children  will  attend  if  there  is  no 
fee.  Even  the  smallest  fee  tends  to  keep  them  away. 
This  is  especially  true  in  large  cities  where  car  fare 
already  makes  a  burden. 

Standard  Necessities 

The  International  Association  of  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  in  New  York  says  that  the  following 
equipment  is  essential  to  a  school  with  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  100  boys  and  girls : 

1  Door  Notice  (printed  on  cloth) $  .60 

300  Registration  Cards 60 
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50  Teacher's  Weekly  Report  Cards 30 

1    Manual    of    Graded    Bible    Courses,    and 

Health  and  Habit  Talks 1 .00 

1  Manual  of  Hymns,  Songs,  and  Marches...     1.00 
1    Manual  of  Hymns,   Songs,  and   Marches 
(new  edition,  including  Musical  Interpreta- 
tion)       1.50 

1  Manual  of  Handwork 1 .  50 

1  Supplemental  Manual  for  Training  Classes, 
Teachers     and     Kindergartners,     including 

School  Programs  in  all  Departments 25 

Kindergarten  Outlines  in  the  Supplementary 

Manual 25 

Bible    Stories    for   the    Kindergarten    in    the 

Manual  of  Graded  Bible  Courses 1 .00 

The  International  Association  also  says,  "A  fully 
equipped  school  has  four  teachers  regularly  em- 
ployed and  paid — one  who  usually  serves  as  Prin- 
cipal and  three  who  have  charge,  respectively,  of  the 
Music,  Industrial,  and  Kindergarten  Departments. 
This  staff  should  be  supplemented  where  possible  by 
volunteers.  The  total  cost  of  such  a  school,  includ- 
ing salaries  and  materials  for  the  industrial  classes, 
should  not  be  estimated  at  less  than  $250.  If  all  the 
teachers  volunteer  their  services  without  remunera- 
tion, the  cost  of  the  school  will  be  reduced  to  $75 
or  less,  according  to  the  size  of  the  school,  to  cover 
the  cost  of  material,  the  sexton's  services,  and  inci- 
dentals. If  materials  are  contributed,  the  cost  will 
be  still  further  reduced.  The  average  cost  of  in- 
dustrial materials  for  a  school  of  one  hundred  chil- 
dren is  $40,  if  all  have  to  be  bought.    It  is  impos- 
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sible  to  give  detailed  prices  because  they  change  with 
different  years  and  varying  economic  conditions. 
For  lowest  current  prices,  communicate  with  Inter- 
national Headquarters.  Schools  that  are  located  in 
places  where  supplies  cannot  be  obtained  will  be 
helped  out  by  Headquarters." 

Missionary  Offerings 

Most  vacation  schools  raise  missionary  money,  but 
it  is  not  wise  to  use  this  money  for  the  expenses  of 
the  school.  In  many  vacation  schools  a  penny  offer- 
ing is  made  each  day.  Instead  of  the  penny  offer- 
ing, we  have  preferred  to  take  a  thank-offering  at 
the  close,  asking  both  parents  and  pupils  to  give 
something  for  missions,  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a 
thank-offering.  Our  missionary  offerings  average 
50  cents  to  $1.00  per  person  because  many  of  the 
parents  will  give  $1.00  each.  We  have  given  money 
to  the  following  objects:  International  Association 
of  Daily  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  World  Sunday 
School  Union,  Near  East  Relief  and  China  Famine 
Fund.  We  have  also  raised  money  to  furnish  Testa- 
ments to  parental  schools  and  children's  homes.  We 
print  special  offering  envelopes  which  are  distributed 
a  few  days  before  the  close  of  the  school,  asking 
that  a  missionary  offering  be  given.  Sometimes  we 
ask  the  boys  and  girls  "to  earn,  save,  give  or  raise 
$1.00  each."  Sometimes  we  award  those  who  raise 
the  most  by  giving  them  books  or  Testaments  at  the 
closing  session. 


V 

HOW  ADVERTISE  IT 

IT  is  possible  for  a  vacation  school  committee  to 
select  a  fine  staff,  secure  good  buildings,  plan 
for  numerous  program  features,  raise  sufficient 
money  and  still  not  have  a  large  school.  It  is  be- 
cause someone  fell  down  on  the  advertising. 

The  Newspaper 

There  are  several  ways  of  keeping  the  vacation 
school  before  the  parents  and  pupils.  One  of  the 
best  is  the  newspaper.  Every  week  have  a  few  read- 
able items  concerning  the  school  appear  in  its  col- 
umns. Tell  about  the  teachers,  the  features,  the 
dates,  the  hours,  the  place  of  meeting  and  the  age 
of  pupils.  Some  people  think  that  one  item  in  the 
newspaper  is  enough.  The  experienced  publicity 
man  knows  that  there  must  be  "  line  upon  line  ". 
Sometimes  cuts  are  used  to  advantage.  If  the  pupils 
register  in  advance,  tell  about  the  progress  of  the 
registration.  The  average  newspaper  man  is  more 
ready  to  print  good,  readable  items  than  the  average 
church  and  Sunday  School  man  is  willing  to  prepare 
them.    Above  all,  give  variety  to  your  news  items. 

The  Sunday  School 

Another  way  is  to  keep  the  vacation  school  con- 
stantly before  the  Sunday  School.    Write  the  dates 
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upon  the  blackboard.  Make  an  announcement  some- 
what as  follows,  "  Every  boy  and  girl  in  this  com- 
munity from  5  to  15  years  of  age  who  likes  thrilling 
stories,  Bible  stories,  missionary  stories,  good  music, 
verse  finding,  pageantry,  dramatization,  handwork, 
games,  picnics  and  fun  should  begin  now  to  save 
these  dates,  because  at  9  a.  m.,  three  weeks  from  to- 
morrow, our  vacation  school  will  begin.     It's  free." 

In  one  of  our  vacation  schools  where  nearly  300 
were  present  on  the  opening  morning,  announcement 
was  made  in  the  Sunday  Schools  on  the  preceding 
clay  somewhat  like  this,  "  The  vacation  school  begins 
tomorrow  morning  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  morning  program  of  three  hours  will  be  full  of 
good  things.  Go  over  there  tomorrow  and  see  what 
it  is  like.  If  you  don't  like  it,  don't  go  the  second 
day."  This  kind  of  an  announcement  appealed  to 
the  boys  and  girls  because  they  thought  it  was  a  fair 
challenge.  The  minister  can  make  good  missionaries 
out  of  his  church  members  by  announcing  on  Sun- 
day that  not  only  are  all  of  the  boys  and  girls  con- 
nected with  his  church  invited,  but  every  boy  and 
girl  in  the  community,  regardless  of  religious  faith. 
The  parents  can  be  urged  to  pass  the  work  along  to 
other  parents,  and  to  other  boys  and  girls. 

We  once  used  a  very  effective  way  of  advertising 
by  asking  all  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  room  who 
attended  the  vacation  school  the  year  before  to  stand. 
We  then  asked  them  to  come  to  the  platform.  When 
they  were  upon  the  platform  we  asked  how  many 
could  tell  us  one  thing  they  liked  about  the  school 
which  was  held  the  year  before.    The  boys  and  girls 
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mentioned  such  features  as  verse  finding,  music, 
stories,  Bible  lessons,  memory  work,  games  and  pic- 
nics. Such  an  announcement  has  a  double  value. 
It  grips  the  attention  and  demonstrates  that  ordinary 
boys  and  girls  like  such  a  school. 

House-to-House  Canvass 

A  different  way  to  advertise  is  to  make  a  house- 
to-house  canvass  and  secure  the  co-operation  of 
parents.  When  they  know  what  kind  of  a  school  it 
is,  the  character  of  the  program,  and  that  the  ses- 
sions are  free,  they  more  readily  promise  to  send 
their  children.  This  is  especially  true  when  young 
children  are  enrolled.  The  parents  frequently  change 
their  vacation  plans  in  order  that  their  children  may 
attend  all  of  the  sessions.  In  making  a  house-to- 
house  canvass,  a  town  or  a  city  can  easily  be  divided 
into  sections;  a  Sunday  School  class,  a  church  or  an 
individual  standing  good  for  one  section. 

Leaflets  or  Handbills 

Another  good  way  is  to  print  several  hundred  leaf- 
lets or  handbills,  giving  the  facts  briefly  and  in  an  in- 
teresting way.  Ask  a  class  of  boys  to  distribute 
them  among  the  homes  and  stores  in  the  town  or  in 
the  community.  Also  have  the  leaflet  distributed  in 
church  and  Sunday  School.  Remember  that  it  takes 
"  line  upon  line  ",  emphasis  upon  emphasis,  to  drive 
home  the  date,  the  place,  the  hour,  the  program,  the 
staff,  and  the  good  times.  It  is  better  to  over- 
advertise  than  to  fall  short.  The  leaders  should  al- 
ways say  to  themselves,  "  What  is  worth  doing  at  all 
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is  worth  doing  well.  We  are  going  to  have  the  best 
school  possible,  and  we  are  going  to  let  the  entire 
community  know  it." 

A  Big  Sign 

For  a  week  or  two  before  the  school  begins  put  a 
big  sign  in  front  of  the  church  or  hall  with  the  fol- 
lowing or  similar  words,  "  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School  every  morning,  9  to  12,  beginning  Monday, 
June  20.  Music,  stories,  Bible  work,  handwork, 
games  and  outings.  Boys  and  girls  5  to  15  years  of 
age  invited.     It's  free." 

Use  the  Mails 

In  some  places  the  boys  and  girls  who  live  several 
miles  in  the  country  will  plan  their  work  so  they  can 
attend  every  day  if  they  know  about  the  school  in 
advance.  Postcards  sent  to  them  or  to  their  parents 
will  help  inform  them.  It  was  not  an  unusual  sight 
in  one  of  our  schools  to  find  that  several  auto  loads 
came  nearly  ten  miles  every  morning  to  attend  the 
school  and  usually  those  far  away  were  more  punc- 
tual than  those  living  near. 


VI 

HOW  CONDUCT  IT 

NOW  comes  the  real  test.  Thus  far  all  the 
work  has  been  preliminary.  We  have  se- 
cured the  teachers,  raised  the  money  and 
advertised  the  school.  The  success  of  the  school 
during  the  next  few  weeks  will  depend  to  a  great 
extent  upon  the  program  during  the  opening  day  and 
during  the  opening  hour.  The  attendance  may  be 
large  or  small,  but  the  leaders  must  have  their  work 
well  in  hand,  because  first  impressions  are  lasting. 
There  should  be  the  least  amount  of  confusion,  so 
every  minute  will  count.  Delays  during  the  open- 
ing days  are  disastrous. 

Come  Early 

The  leaders  should  be  on  hand  at  8  o'clock  every 
morning,  but  we  prefer  on  the  opening  day  to  be 
there  by  7 :  30.  Some  schools  make  it  a  rule  to  keep 
the  children  out  on  the  street  or  in  the  yard  until 
9  o'clock,  but  we  do  not  see  the  wisdom  of  this.  We 
have  tried  both  plans,  and  we  prefer  to  let  the  boys 
and  girls  enter  the  building  as  soon  as  they  arrive. 
Sometimes  a  boy  will  come  at  8  o'clock  and  say,  "  I 
got  a  chance  to  ride  down  with  a  neighbor  so  I  came 
early."  One  morning  two  little  girls  came  at  8 
o'clock  because  their  mother  went  to  work  at  that 
hour  and  she  preferred  to  have  her  children  come 
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to  the  church  at  8  a.  m.  instead  of  having  them  stay 
in  the  apartment  alone  or  loiter  on  the  street. 

Those  who  come  early  are  usually  kept  busy. 
After  they  put  away  their  hats,  they  help  fix  the 
chairs  and  tables,  or  they  play  games,  such  as  ring 
toss,  or  they  find  Bible  verses  or  use  the  gymnasium. 
Sometimes  they  just  sit  down  and  visit  with  each 
other  and  with  us.  We  allow  no  running  or  yelling 
at  any  time  within  the  building,  whether  it  be  church 
or  hall. 

The  Registration 

When  a  school  numbers  200  to  400  there  is  much 
delay  in  securing  the  registration.  We  put  small 
slips  of  paper  on  the  tables  near  the  entrance  and 
ask  each  one  to  write  down  name,  address,  age, 
grade,  Sunday  School,  parent's  name,  and  whatever 
other  data  may  be  desired.  We  ask  the  older  boys 
and  girls  to  look  after  this,  and  they  are  always  glad 
to  assume  the  responsibility  and  to  write  out  the 
slips  for  the  small  ones.  We  do  not  have  a  daily 
roll  call,  nor  do  we  take  the  registration  every  day. 
After  the  first  day  or  two  we  ask  only  the  new  ones 
to  go  to  the  table  to  register.  Every  Friday  we  ask 
all  present  to  fill  out  slips  telling  how  many  days 
they  have  been  present  that  week. 

The  Opening  March 

A  little  before  9  o'clock  we  ask  the  girls  to  fall  in 
line,  the  shortest  first  and  the  tallest  last.  We  ask 
the  boys  to  do  the  same.    We  have  the  larger  boys 
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and  girls  assist  in  the  line-up.  This  is  one  way  of 
putting  big  boys  and  big  girls  to  work.  They  like 
to  be  useful.  We  have  an  opening  march  every 
morning  because  as  they  march  to  their  seats  they 
are  seated  according  to  size,  and  no  small  boy  can 
hide  behind  a  large  boy.  One  good  way  to  main- 
tain order  is  to  look  every  boy  and  girl  in  the  face. 
This  line-up  every  morning  teaches  them  to  find 
their  places  quickly.  The  march  gives  them  a  bit  of 
exercise  at  the  very  start.  It  teaches  them  to  begin 
their  work  in  an  orderly  manner.  It  develops  self- 
control.  If  a  boy  is  in  the  habit  of  shoving  or  pinch- 
ing he  is  detected  very  readily  as  he  marches.  As 
quickly  as  the  two  lines  are  formed  the  pianist  plays 
and  the  two  columns  march  to  their  places,  the  girls 
on  one  side  of  the  room,  the  boys  on  the  other.  The 
smaller  ones  take  the  front  seats.  They  remain 
standing  while  they  sing  the  first  verse  of  "America." 
During  this  verse  a  boy  comes  to  the  platform  with 
a  United  States  flag.  The  moment  the  music  ceases, 
the  salute  to  the  flag  is  given — "  I  pledge  allegiance 
to  my  flag  and  to  the  Republic  for  which  it  stands; 
one  nation  indivisible,  with  liberty  and  justice  for 
all."  They  remain  standing  for  the  last  verse  of 
"America,"  a  brief  prayer,  and  the  Lord's  prayer. 
This  on  other  days  is  followed  by  a  prayer  hymn 
and  by  memory  work. 

Kindergarten  Marches  Out 

If  the  school  is  large  and  the  Kindergarten  and 
Primary  people  are  to  meet  in  other  buildings,  it 
might  be  well  to  announce  that  on  the  next  day  the 
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Kindergarten  and  Primary  people  car*  go  direct  to 
their  own  building  without  coming  into  the  opening 
program.  They  can  have  their  own  opening  services. 
Before  the  Kindergarten  and  Primary  people  pass 
out  the  leaders  must  know  where  to  draw  the  line. 
No  time  should  be  lost  at  this  critical  moment  or 
there  will  be  confusion  among  the  older  boys  and 
girls.  Instead  of  beginning  at  the  bottom  and  trying 
to  find  out  who  should  be  in  the  Kindergarten,  we 
begin  at  the  top  because  we  wish  to  know  how  well 
the  upper  grades  are  represented.  First  we  ask  all 
those  in  the  12th  grade,  if  any,  to  stand  and  remain 
standing.  Then  we  ask  the  11th,  10th,  9th,  8th,  7th, 
6th,  5th,  and  4th  graders  to  stand.  After  compli- 
menting them  upon  having  such  a  fine  attendance  we 
ask  them  to  be  seated  while  the  3rd,  2nd  and  1st 
graders  stand.  We  then  ask  those  who  are  standing 
to  pass  out  with  the  Primary  teacher,  providing  we 
are  to  have  a  Primary  and  a  Kindergarten  Depart- 
ment. All  the  little  ones  left  in  the  room  now  march 
out  with  the  Kindergarten  teacher.  In  some  vaca- 
tion schools  the  third  graders  are  left  with  the  upper 
grades,  while  in  other  schools  those  in  the  first  two 
grades  and  those  in  the  Kindergarten  form  the  Kin- 
dergarten of  the  vacation  school. 

Announcements 

We  have  found  it  a  very  satisfactory  arrangement 
to  have  the  announcements  together  with  the  Health 
and  Habit  talks  follow  the  opening  worship.  Since 
part  of  our  job  in  a  vacation  school  is  to  develop 
character  and  form  good  habits,  we  make  a  mental 
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note  of  some  of  the  shortcomings  of  the  boys  and 
girls,  and  then  give  a  few  words  of  advice  before 
we  start  in  with  the  rest  of  the  program.  It  may 
be  necessary  on  the  opening  day  to  include  these 
suggestions  in  the  announcements  in  order  that  the 
boys  and  girls  may  have  a  very  definite  understand- 
ing. Sometimes,  during  this  opening  period,  we  say 
something  about  conduct  somewhat  as  follows,  "  We 
are  glad  our  school  is  so  large.  We  were  expecting 
a  big  school,  but  the  attendance  is  much  larger  than 
we  really  expected.  We  take  it  for  granted  that 
every  boy  and  girl  is  here  for  business.  Before  the 
morning  is  over  we  may  find  that  some  boys  or  girls 
have  come  just  for  fun.  We  may  also  find  that  some 
of  you  have  not  had  good  training  in  the  home.  If 
so,  you  will  advertise  it  before  the  morning  session 
ends.  We  want  to  say  at  the  very  start  that  we  want 
no  running  or  yelling  within  the  building.  If  you 
do  not  already  have  self-control,  we  want  you  to 
learn  it  while  you  are  here.  We  want  you  to  be 
courteous  and  considerate.  We  are  wondering  how 
many  of  you  are  willing  to  do  your  very  best  to  make 
this  school  a  great  success.  Will  you  hold  up  your 
hands?  How  many  of  you,  so  far  as  you  know 
now,  think  you  can  be  regular  and  punctual?  Hold 
up  your  hands.  Before  we  go  any  further  I  am 
going  to  give  you  a  slogan  which  I  would  like  to 
have  you  repeat  every  day — '  Good,  better,  best ; 
Never  let  it  rest,  Till  our  good  is  better  And  our 
better  best.'  Let  us  all  say  it  together.  Will  the 
girls  say  it?  Now  the  boys  say  it.  AH  together, 
give  it  once  more." 
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The  Music 
Now  that  the  Kindergarten  and  Primary  depart- 
ments have  passed  out  it  may  be  necessary  to  reseat 
the  boys  and  girls,  or  to  have  another  march.  The 
next  20  or  30  minutes  might  be  given  to  the  Music 
period.  Have  them  march  around  for  their  book- 
lets and  then  proceed  by  using  some  of  the  sug- 
gestions in  the  chapter  on  music.  Now  comes  the 
Intermission.  We  prefer  two  short  intermission 
periods  at  10  and  at  11,  instead  of  one  longer  one. 
They  should  march  out  to  music.  If  you  want  to 
maintain  your  grip  upon  the  school  do  not  let  them 
rush  out.  Just  before  they  march  out  for  the  first 
time,  we  like  to  say  to  them,  "  Now  we  are  going 
to  have  a  10-minute  intermission.  At  the  end  of  the 
period,  when  you  hear  the  piano — or  the  whistle — 
come  promptly  into  your  places,  but  do  not  rush. 
Come  orderly.  We  are  now  going  to  see  how  much 
self-control  you  have.  We  are  going  to  march  out 
for  the  intermission.  The  boys  will  first  march  out, 
and  we  want  the  girls  to  see  how  quietly  they  do  it. 
Boys,  please  stand.  As  piano  plays,  fall  in  line  and 
march  out  quietly.  The  girls  will  now  march  out." 
Sometimes  the  girls  think  they  can  do  it  more  quietly 
than  the  boys,  so  we  let  them  march  out  first,  while 
the  boys  watch.  During  the  intermission,  it  is  well 
to  have  some  adult  on  the  playground  or  in  the 
gymnasium  to  direct  them  in  their  games. 

The  Story  Telling 
Following  the  10  o'clock  intermission  may  come 
the  Story  Telling.     First  a  Bible  story  is  told  every 
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morning.  Sometimes  it  is  told  by  a  Minister.  Some- 
times it  is  told  in  an  indirect  way,  following  the  sug- 
gestion of  Miss  Johnston  in  her  book,  "  Who  Was 
It?  Stories."  The  plan  is  to  give  the  facts,  but 
not  the  name  of  the  person,  and  to  see  who  can  give 
the  Bible  character  first.  Ask  them  to  hold  up  their 
hands  as  soon  as  they  know  the  name  of  the  char- 
acter. This  plan  works  well  when  you  have  in  the 
vacation  school  some  boys  and  girls  who  are  well 
versed  in  Bible  characters,  and  who  sometimes  find 
that  the  ordinary  telling  of  Bible  stories  is  monoto- 
nous. As  an  illustration  we  give  the  opening  para- 
graph of  one  of  Miss  Johnston's  stories — "  Once 
upon  a  time  there  were  two  brothers.  One  was  a 
farmer  and  the  other  was  a  hunter.  The  farmer 
had  a  smooth  skin,  but  the  hunter  had  hairy  hands 
and  wrists." 

It  is  not  necessary  to  cease  telling  this  story  when 
four  or  five  hands  are  raised.  Wait  until  25  or  50 
hands  go  up.  Those  who  do  not  know  the  story 
are  following  closely,  and  some  of  them  make  up 
their  minds  that  when  they  go  home  they  will  read 
Hurlbut's  "  Story  of  the  Bible  "  or  some  other  book 
and  become  more  familiar  with  Bible  characters. 

Following  the  Bible  story  there  may  come  a  short 
missionary  story  or  a  character  building  story  when 
someone  will  be  asked  to  retell  it.  (See  Story- 
Telling  chapter.) 

The  Verse  Finding 

Before  this  hour  ends  and  the  next  intermission 
comes,  there  can  be  a  brief  Verse-Finding  Contest. 
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In  a  day  or  two  the  boys  and  girls  will  ask  for  a 
longer  verse-finding  period,  but  on  the  first  day  it 
may  be  well  merely  to  give  them  a  taste. 

The  Surprise  Hour 

In  another  chapter  we  discuss  the  Surprise  Hour. 
This  is  from  11  to  12.  We  never  tell  the  boys  and 
girls  what  is  going  to  happen  during  this  period,  but 
it  is  different  each  day.  In  some  vacation  schools 
this  is  the  handwork  period.  In  a  school  which  en- 
rolls only  40  or  60  boys  and  girls,  it  is  possible  to 
put  them  into  handwork  classes  of  some  kind,  but 
when  200  or  300  boys  and  girls  are  in  attendance  it 
is  quite  impossible  to  give  all  of  them  handwork 
because  it  would  take  from  20  to  30  helpers  to  direct 
them.  We  let  some  of  the  groups  do  some  kinds  of 
handwork  as  described  in  the  Handwork  chapter  a 
little  later,  but  the  majority  of  them  are  otherwise 
engaged.  Some  people  say  that  you  cannot  hold  the 
interest  of  big  boys  and  big  girls  without  handwork. 
Our  experience  has  been  otherwise.  As  a  rule,  they 
look  forward  to  the  11  o'clock  hour  as  the  best 
hour  of  the  day,  and  they  readily  take  what  we  offer 
them.  Some  vacation  schools  have  gone  upon  the 
rocks  because  they  attempted  to  make  hammocks 
and  baskets  when  leaders  were  not  available  and 
when  materials  were  very  expensive.  Some  com- 
munities would  have  had  vacation  schools  several 
years  ago  had  they  known  that  a  successful  school 
could  be  conducted  with  Music,  Stories,  Bible  Work, 
Memory  Work  and  Verse  Finding  without  adding 
any  Handwork.     In  our  large  schools  we  not  only 
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have  difficulty  in  securing  the  help  to  do  so  many 
lines  of  handicraft  work,  but  we  must  purposely 
steer  clear  of  the  great  expense  of  purchasing  mate- 
rials for  so  many.  The  Surprise  Hour  chapter  tells 
about  the  many  good  things  we  do  during  the  11 
o'clock  hour. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  vacation  school,  following 
the  11  o'clock  intermission,  we  usually  begin  to  take 
up  with  them  the  final  program,  asking  the  boys  and 
girls  if  they  would  like  to  give  a  pageant  and  sug- 
gesting to  them  two  or  three  different  types  of 
pageants.  The  vacation  school  is  a  democracy,  and 
we  want  the  boys  and  girls  to  feel  that  they  are  vot- 
ing upon  the  affairs  of  the  school.  If,  on  the  open- 
ing day,  they  have  a  chance  to  look  forward  to  the 
good  things  that  are  coming  along,  they  will  be 
regular  and  punctual,  and  as  they  go  home  they  will 
invite  others.  Just  before  the  morning  session 
closes,  in  order  to  get  their  reaction,  we  sometimes 
say,  "  I  wonder  how  many  of  the  boys  and  girls 
really  like  this  vacation  school.  Will  you  hold  up 
your  hand?  How  many  of  you  know  of  other  boys 
or  girls  who  might  come  if  you  invite  them?  Hold 
up  your  hand.  How  many  of  you  will  try  to  bring 
another  one  ?  "  This  mental  attitude  of  the  boys  and 
girls  will  help  them  become  good  missionaries  in 
bringing  in  new  members. 

Every  vacation  school  has  a  picnic  sometime  dur- 
ing its  session,  perhaps  on  a  Saturday  at  the  close 
of  the  second  or  third  week.  We  have  found  it  of 
special  benefit  to  say  to  the  boys  and  girls  on  the 
opening  day,  "  In  case  we  should  have  a  picnic  two 
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weeks  from  Saturday,  have  you  a  suggestion  as  to 
where  the  picnic  should  be  held?  "  Of  course,  many 
of  the  boys  and  girls  are  ready  to  express  their 
preferences.  However,  we  do  not  let  them  decide 
that  on  the  opening  day  but  we  say  to  them,  "To- 
morrow or  the  next  day  we  shall  put  it  to  a  vote. 
In  the  meantime  you  think  it  over." 

If  on  the  opening  day  there  still  remains  a  few 
extra  minutes,  the  question  of  dramatizing  Bible 
stories  might  be  discussed,  perhaps  suggesting  to 
them  that  they  read  the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
or  some  other  one  because  in  a  day  or  two  some 
boys  and  girls  are  going  to  be  selected  to  represent 
the  various  characters. 

Suggestions  on  Management 

In  the  "  Supplemental  Manual  "  (90  Bible  House, 
New  York)  we  find  good  suggestions  on  man- 
agement (page  70),  among  them  being — Speak 
quietly  but  firmly.  Do  not  speak  on  a  high  key. 
Be  prompt.  Pauses  cause  disorder.  Talk  little.  In 
discipline  you  cannot  talk  little  enough.  It  tires 
children's  nerves  to  hear  constant  directions.  Chil- 
dren are  naturally  active.  Keep  them  busy.  Follow 
an  active  game  with  a  quiet  one.  Occasionally  let 
the  class  or  school  decide  what  shall  be  done  when 
there  is  trouble  of  any  kind.  Children  feel  the  force 
of  public  opinion.  Praise  those  who  please.  Avoid 
the  negative.    Teach  the  Golden  Rule. 


VII 
THE  DAILY  PROGRAM 

OUR  experience  has  taught  us  to  give  the 
more  exacting  things  early  in  the  morning 
and  the  more  attractive  features  later  in 
the  session.  In  general,  our  programs  run  some- 
what as  follows,  but  they  are  never  the  same  two 
days  in  succession.  Sometimes  the  music  period  is 
short  and  the  story-telling  period  long,  and  vice 
versa.  Sometimes  the  verse  finding  takes  only  20 
minutes,  while  again  it  may  take  40. 
9:00    Opening  march,  Opening  worship,  Memory 

work  and  Announcements. 
9: 15     Health  and  Habit  talks. 
9:25     Music  period  and  Calisthenics. 
10 :  00    Intermission. 
10:10     Stories  told  and  retold. 
10:40    Verse  finding  and  more  Memory  work. 
11:00    Intermission,    followed   by    Surprise    Hour, 
with     handwork,     dramatics,     pageantry, 
written    work    and    more    verse    finding, 
music  and  stories. 
11 :  50    Closing  hymn,  salute  to  flag,  benediction  and 
march. 
We  frequently  have  the  salute  to  the  flag  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  as  well  as  at  the  closing. 
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International  Association  Program 

The  International  Association  of  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  suggests  the  following  program— 

FIRST  PERIOD 

8 :  30     Preparation  and  visitation  by  staff. 
9:00    Doors  open  and  registration. 

SECOND  PERIOD 

9:15     Opening  worship,  all  present. 

Hymn. 

Psalm  or  other  portion,  repeated  in  concert. 

Lord's  Prayer — repeated  or  sung. 

Kindergarten  goes  out. 

Health,  Habit  or  Patriotic  Talk. 

Thank-offering  for  Extension. 

Bible  Memory  Work. 
9:40    Musical  Period. 

Vocal  and  breathing  exercises. 

Singing  lesson. 

Calisthenics  with  music. 
10:05     Bible  lesson  in  three  groups. 

Represented  by  children,  or 

Taught  with  sand  table,  or 

Given  with  stereopticon,  or 

Told  as  story  by  the  teacher. 

THIRD  PERIOD 

10 :  30    Manual  work  and  play  in  sections. 
Hammock-making,  Weaving, 
Raffia  work,  Basketry,  Sewing. 
Work  for  European  Children. 
Work  for  Chinese  Children's  Famine  Needs. 
Work  for  Children's  Hospitals  at  home. 


THE  DAILY  PROGRAM  43 

Bible  Handwork. 
First  Aid  and  Hygiene. 
11:25     Closing  exercises — School  re-assembles. 
Daily  salute  to  flags. 
See  order  in  manual. 
"  America  "  or  Hymn. 
Children's  Benediction. 
Recessional  March. 

AFTERNOON — TWO    HOURS 

2:30    Open  air  games  organized  and  directed. 
Excursions. 
Visitation  of  homes. 
Weekly  Conference,  Monday. 
Mother's  Meetings. 

The  Presbyterian  Program 

The   Presbyterian   Board   suggests   the   following 
program — 

Preparatory  Period — Thirty  minutes. 

Teachers  present  and  rooms  arranged. 

Teachers'  prayer  service. 
•   Children  march  in. 

Attendance  taken. 
Devotional  Period — Ten  minutes. 

Hymn. 

Prayer. 

Scripture. 

Kindergarten  dismissed  (if  present). 

Hymn. 
Memory  Period — Fifteen  minutes. 

Learning  selected  Bible  passages  and  prayers. 
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Music  Period — Fifteen  minutes. 

Learning  hymns  and  songs. 
Rest  Period — Five  minutes. 

Calisthenics  and  motion  drills. 
Bible  Period — Thirty-five  minutes. 

Teaching  and  dramatizing  Bible  stories. 
Craft  Period — Fifty-five  minutes. 

Craft  work  as  specified  in  Manual  of  Hand- 
work in  connection  with  Bible  stories. 
Closing  Period — Fifteen  minutes. 

Habit  or  Missionary  talk. 

Announcements. 

Flag  salutes. 
Dismissal. 


VIII 
MUSIC  AND  WORSHIP 

IT  is  not  unusual  for  parents  to  bring  their  chil- 
dren to  a  vacation  school  and  say,  "  We  are' 
especially  interested  in  the  training  in  music 
which  your  vacation  school  gives,  and  we  have 
changed  our  vacation  plans  this  summer  so  our  chil- 
dren can  attend  every  day  and  get  this  training." 
This  is  a  real  tribute  to  a  vacation  school. 

Some  vacation  schools  give  only  15  or  20  minutes 
daily  to  music,  and  do  it  in  a  haphazard  way.  The 
leaders  should  say,  "  The  best  is  none  too  good.  We 
want  to  do  such  good  work  and  give  so  much  care- 
ful thought  to  this  part  of  our  program  that  visitors 
and  parents  will  say  that  the  training  in  music  in  the 
vacation  school  was  superior  to  that  given  in  the 
public  school."    And  this  can  be  done. 

A  Good  Pianist 

In  the  first  place,  there  must  be  a  good  pianist.  A 
good  leader  can  do  little  with  a  poor  pianist,  but  an 
ordinary  leader  with  a  good  pianist  can  do  wonders. 
The  pianist  should  be  there  during  the  entire  morn- 
ing session.  Some  schools  become  disorderly  be- 
cause the  music  period  is  crowded  into  15  or  20 
minutes.  The  piano  can  be  used  at  frequent  inter- 
vals all  morning.  It  can  be  used  for  the  marches. 
Frequent  marches  are  good  for  variety.    It  can  be 
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used  for  new  music,  for  the  memory  music,  for  the 
signals,  for  the  surprise  periods  as  well  as  for  the 
opening  and  closing  exercises.  The  right  kind  of 
music  produces  the  right  kind  of  atmosphere  and 
puts  the  right  kind  of  spirit  into  a  school.  A  good 
pianist  will  produce  the  right  kind  of  atmosphere 
and  will  have  much  to  do  with  the  control  of  the 
school. 

There  should  also  be  a  good  piano.  If  several 
churches  are  used,  select  the  one  with  the  best  piano 
for  your  training  in  music.  In  some  vacation  schools 
a  good  piano  and  a  good  pianist  have  done  good 
work  without  the  help  of  a  special  song  leader. 

Song  Booklets  and  Leaflets 

In  some  vacation  schools  the  words  of  the  songs 
are  printed  on  charts  or  big  sheets  which  are  hung 
up  before  the  school.  We  prefer  song  booklets  or 
leaflets  for  two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  boys 
and  girls  should  have  words  and  music.  They  sing 
at  sight  in  the  public  school.  Why  not  give  them 
the  words  and  music  in  the  vacation  school?  In  the 
second  place,  if  the  school  is  large,  not  all  of  them 
can  easily  read  the  words  on  the  chart.  Some  boys 
and  girls  are  near-sighted.  Some  vacation  school 
leaders  object  to  song  booklets  because  there  is  con- 
fusion in  passing  them  out.  There  need  be  no  con- 
fusion if  the  booklets  are  put  upon  a  table  at  the 
front.  As  the  pianist  plays  a  march,  the  boys  and 
girls  fall  in  line,  march  around,  and  get  their  books. 
This  gives  them  needed  exercise  and  at  the  same 
time  introduces  variety. 
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Use  Standard  Hymns 

We  have  found  it  best  to  use  only  the  standard 
hymns  of  the  church  and  Sunday  School,  such  as 
"Faith  of  Our  Fathers,"  "  O,  Beautiful  for  Spa- 
cious Skies,"  "  Savior,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  Us," 
"Fling  Out  the  Banner,"  "When  Morning  Gilds 
the  Sky,"  "I  Think  When  I  Read  that  Sweet 
Story,"  "  Savior,  Hear  Us,  We  Pray,"  "  Dare  to  Be 
Brave,"  etc.  We  do  not  find  much  time  for  secular 
or  humorous  songs.  We  usually  give  a  pageant  as 
our  final  program,  and  by  the  time  the  boys  and  girls 
have  learned  a  dozen  or  more  hymns  and  at  the  same 
time  have  thoroughly  learned  the  music  for  the 
pageant,  they  have  little  or  no  time  for  secular  music. 

We  found  that  the  regular  hymnals  and  song  books 
were  too  bulky  for  a  large  vacation  school.  We  there- 
fore used  a  small  booklet  containing  40  hymns 
called  "  Choice  Hymns."  Those  desiring  copies  can 
procure  them  from  the  Sunday  School  Supply 
House,  Peyton  Building,  Spokane,  Wash.  (Post- 
paid 6  cents  each  in  any  quantity.) 

The  boys  and  girls  were  taught  the  choruses  from 
the  great  anthems,  classics  and  oratorios.  Some  of 
these  were  used  for  the  pageant  and  some  were 
taught  because  the  boys  and  girls  wanted  to  become 
familiar  with  them.  It  is  better  to  teach  them  8  or 
10  worth-while  selections  than  to  dip  into  25  or  30 
songs  and  not  learn  any  of  them  thoroughly. 

A  Manual  of  Hymns 
The  International  Association  of  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  in  New  York  (90  Bible  House)  has 
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published  a  book  called  "  Manual  of  Hymns,  Songs 
and  Marches,  with  Music  Interpretation."  It  con- 
tains 170  pages  and  sells  for  $1.50.  The  pianist 
and  leader  of  music  should  each  have  a  copy.  It  not 
only  gives  instructions  for  the  leader  and  instruc- 
tions for  the  pianist,  but  also  gives  hints  on  pro- 
nunciation, exercises  for  breath  control  and  tone, 
besides  numerous  pages  on  music  interpretation.  It 
contains  eight  marches  and  more  than  eighty  hymns 
and  songs.  This  is  an  indispensable  book  for  leader 
and  pianist.  We  take  it  for  granted  that  every  vaca- 
tion school  will  have  a  copy,  so  we  shall  not  take  the 
space  in  this  book  to  duplicate  many  of  the  numer- 
ous suggestions. 

Some  Simple  Suggestions 

We  wish,  however,  to  give  a  few  simple  sugges- 
tions which  have  helped  us  tone  up  our  schools. 

When  the  time  comes  for  the  regular  music  period, 
the  boys  and  girls  are  asked  to  march  around  and 
each  get  a  copy  of  the  song  booklet  or  leaflet.  If 
some  of  the  boys  appear  rather  sluggish  and  appar- 
ently are  not  much  interested  in  the  music,  the  spe- 
cial aim  should  be  to  enthuse  the  entire  school  in 
music  so  they  will  look  forward  to  this  period  each 
day,  or,  as  has  been  the  case  in  our  schools,  ask  for 
two  music  periods  a  day.  One  morning  after  the 
booklets  had  been  put  into  their  hands,  we  said, 
"  We  are  now  going  to  have  a  few  surprises.  Be- 
fore we  get  through  with  this  next  period  we  may 
have  some  boy  or  some  girl  come  to  the  platform 
and  sing  a  solo,  and  we  may  pick  out  the  most  slug- 
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gish  person  to  do  this.  Let's  see  who  is  wide  awake 
today.  When  we  give  the  signal  to  stand  we'll  see 
if  everyone  can  stand  up  straight."  After  trying  the 
signals  once  or  twice,  we  found  them  all  in  a  good 
mood.  (See  Manual  for  Piano  Signals.)  Then  we 
said,  "  Before  we  sing  a  hymn  we  are  going  to  ask 
the  pianist  to  play  it  about  as  fast  as  lazy  folks  like 
to  sing  it.  Now  listen  to  this.  (Pianist  plays 
slowly.)  Do  you  like  it?  Well  then,  listen  to  this. 
(Pianist  then  plays  selection  in  quick  time.)  Now, 
how  many  of  you  think  you  can  begin  on  the  first 
word,  keep  up  with  the  music  and  sing  every  word 
of  the  first  verse?  We'll  try  it."  It  was  a  surprise 
to  see  how  quickly  a  sluggish  element  became  very 
much  interested  in  the  music  period.  The  boys  were 
as  much  interested  as  the  girls  and  the  big  boys  fully 
as  interested  as  the  small  boys. 

When  we  were  preparing  for  our  final  pageant 
and  needed  a  special  chorus  we  said,  "  We  need  a 
chorus  of  50  voices,  and  we  shall  give  every  boy  and 
every  girl  a  chance  to  win  a  place  in  this  chorus. 
All  who  are  willing  to  try  for  a  place  can  come  to 
the  platform  and  sing,  all  alone,  one  line  of  a  cer- 
tain hymn  which  the  pianist  is  going  to  play  for  us. 
All  who  have  the  courage  to  try  for  a  place,  please 
stand."  The  big  surprise  was  not  that  so  few,  but 
that  so  many  volunteered. 

Vocal  Exercises 

The  boys  and  girls  in  the  public  schools  are  accus- 
tomed to  vocal  exercises.  They  like  them.  They 
should  be  given  every  morning  perhaps  immediately 
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following  the  opening  worship.  Ask  the  boys  and 
girls  to  stand  erect,  to  stretch  out  their  arms  in  front 
on  a  level  with  their  shoulders,  then  tell  them  to 
sing  a  long  "  oh,"  following  the  pianist  as  she  plays 
starting  on  middle  C,  going  up  the  scale  an  octave 
and  down  again.  As  their  voices  go  up  they  raise 
their  arms  until  extended  over  their  heads,  and  as 
their  voices  go  down  they  lower  their  arms.  From 
the  C  scale  they  go  directly  into  the  one  on  C  sharp, 
a  half  tone  higher,  moving  the  arms  the  same  way. 
Then  D,  D  sharp  and  E.  This  will  usually  take 
them  high  enough,  although  sometimes  the  scale  on 
F  can  be  taken  very  easily.  Another  exercise  is 
identical,  except  that  the  boys  and  girls  sing  u  ah  " 
instead  of  "  oh."  In  using  this  syllable  there  is  a 
tendency  to  get  a  rough  throaty  tone,  such  as  "  aw," 
but  they  should  be  told  that  a  real  "  ah  "  requires 
a  smiling  position  of  the  mouth. 

A  Clear,  Sweet  Tone 

In  some  Sunday  Schools  and  in  some  vacation 
schools  the  music  degenerates  into  noise.  Some- 
times the  leader  who  believes  in  noise  urges  the  boys 
and  girls  to  sing  more  loudly.  This  is  especially 
true  when  there  are  visitors  present  and  the  chorister 
wishes  to  "  show  off."  Boys  and  girls  may  be  en- 
couraged to  sing  faster,  but  seldom  if  ever  should 
they  be  urged  to  sing  more  loudly.  Most  of  them 
need  to  be  told  to  hold  in  and  not  force  their  voices. 
Three  things  should  be  brought  to  their  attention 
again  and  again — attack,  pronunciation  and  sweet 
tone.    They  can  have  a  good  attack  without  a  harsh 
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tone,  and  they  can  have  a  good  pronunciation  with- 
out increased  volume.  By  way  of  encouragement, 
tell  them  occasionally,  "  You  are  doing  very  well, 
better  than  I  expected,  but  there  are  two  things  I 
would  like  to  see  improved.  We'll  sing  that  verse 
again,  and  we'll  remember  to  pronounce  each  word 
carefully  and  at  the  same  time  we'll  work  for  a 
good,  clear,  sweet  tone — not  noise." 

A  Little  Rivalry 

Partly  to  rest  their  voices  and  partly  to  give 
variety  it  is  a  good  thing  to  divide  the  school  into 
four  groups ;  young  boys,  older  boys,  young  girls  and 
older  girls.  Then  ask  each  group  to  sing  a  verse 
alone,  or  all  the  girls  on  one  verse  and  all  the  boys 
on  another.  If  you  wish  to  rest  their  voices  and  at 
the  same  time  make  good  use  of  the  moment  or  two 
intermission,  say,  "  I  am  wondering  how  many  of 
you  would  be  willing  to  sing  a  verse  of  this  song  all 
alone.  Those  who  are  willing  to  try  it,  please  come 
to  the  platform.  I  admire  the  people  who  are  willing 
to  try."  This  gives  you  a  good  chance  to  test  those 
you  have  confidence — and  a  vacation  school  should 
develop  confidence.  Frequently  a  boy  will  say,  "  I 
don't  care  if  they  do  laugh  at  me,  I'm  going  to  try 
it  anyway." 

The  Worship 

Last  but  not  least  we  want  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  worship.  Following  the  singing  of 
"  America,"  and  the  salute  to  the  flag,  we  have 
our  brief  worship  period.     Sometimes  it  consists  of 
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singing  the  last  verse  of  "  America  "  softly,  a  prayer 
followed  by  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  then  a  prayer 
hymn  such  as  "  Savior,  hear  us,  we  pray,  Keep  us 
safe  through  this  day."  The  worship  period  need 
not  be  long,  but  it  should  not  be  broken  into  by  any 
song  practice.  If  new  music  is  to  be  taught,  or  if 
corrections  are  to  be  made  concerning  their  singing, 
let  it  be  done  in  a  later  period  and  not  during  the 
worship  period. 

Our  boys  and  girls  like  to  sing  the  doxology. 
They  like  to  sing  the  response  to  the  Command- 
ments. They  have  also  been  taught  to  chant  the 
Lord's  Prayer.  The  music  during  the  worship 
period  should  produce  such  an  atmosphere  that  dur- 
ing the  prayer  the  boys  and  girls  will  want  to  bow 
their  heads  and  close  their  eyes,  not  because  you 
request  it,  but  because  they  feel  like  doing  it  of  their 
own  accord. 


IX 

STORY  TELLING 

BOYS  and  girls  like  stories.  They  not  only 
like  them  in  the  home  and  in  the  school,  but 
they  will  go  a  great  distance  to  attend  a 
story-telling  hour  in  the  public  library  or  to  hear 
good  thrilling  stories  in  a  vacation  school.  They  not 
only  like  to  hear  stories,  but,  strange  to  say,  they 
like  to  retell  them.  They  retell  them  not  only  to 
their  friends  when  they  go  home,  but  they  are 
willing  to  retell  a  story  before  the  entire  vacation 
school  as  soon  as  the  story  has  been  told  by  the 
leader.  It  always  adds  a  bit  of  interest  when  the 
leader  can  say,  "  I  am  now  going  to  tell  a  story,  and 
as  soon  as  I  finish  it  I  may  call  upon  some  boy  or 
girl  to  come  up  to  the  platform  and  retell  it.  It  may 
be  that  I'll  call  upon  some  boy  or  girl  who  is  not  sit- 
ting up  straight,  or  who  is  not  giving  me  undivided 
attention." 

Some  vacation  schools  have  become  very  success- 
ful which  were  started  with  only  three  program 
features;  stories,  music  and  Bible.  Even  if  a  com- 
munity cannot  easily  secure  leaders  for  handwork, 
it  can  easily  find  some  leader  who  is  a  good  story 
teller  and  who  loves  to  tell  stories  to  appreciative 
boys  and  girls.  Today  there  is  a  wealth  of  books 
containing  good  stories  for  boys  and  girls  of  vaca- 
tion school  age. 

53 
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Education  by  Stories 

Carolyn  Sherwin  Bailey  in  her  book,  "  For  the  Story 
Teller,"  says,  "  The  new-old  art  of  story  telling  is 
being  rediscovered.  We  are  finding  that  the  children's 
daily  story  hour  in  school,  in  the  neighborhood  house 
and  at  home  is  a  real  force  for  mental  and  moral  good 
in  their  lives.  We  are  learning  that  it  is  possible  to 
educate  children  by  means  of  stories." 

She  tells  about  a  tired-out,  unenthusiastic  school- 
teacher who  looked  upon  the  story  hour  as  "  just 
one  lap  in  the  march  of  the  day's  routine,  a  period 
to  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible,  and  she  began  it 
in  a  stereotyped  way ".  Then  she  continues,  "  In 
contrast,  one  is  reminded  of  another  teacher,  who 
opened  her  story  hour  in  a  different  way.  In  point 
of  fact,  she  did  not  really  open  it  at  all  in  the  formal 
understanding  of  the  word.  Nor  did  she  have  any 
specified  period  of  the  day  for  telling  stories.  When 
her  class  was  fatigued  and  needed  a  note  of  relaxa- 
tion, when  they  were  restless  and  needed  calming, 
when  they  seemed  to  need  inspiration,  she  gave  the 
signal  for  books  and  pencils  to  be  put  away,  and  with 
no  further  introduction  she  took  the  children  with 
her  to  Story  Land  for  a  space,  opening  her  story  in 
such  an  interesting  way  that  she  compelled  attention 
without  asking  for  it." 

"A  Surprise  Period 

Some  vacation  schools  are  too  stereotyped.     The 

leaders  think  that  the  entire  program  of  the  day 

should  be  run  by  the  clock  instead  of  by  the  mood 

of  the  leaders  and  the  mood  of  the  school.    Just  at 
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the  very  time  that  public  schools  are  beginning  to 
break  away  from  the  stereotyped  way  of  doing 
things  as  part  of  the  day's  routine,  some  vacation 
school  leaders  are  trying  to  put  more  "  routine  "  and 
less  "  elasticity "  into  the  vacation  school.  Why 
should  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  program  call  for 
just  20  minutes  of  story  telling  from  9:37  to  9:57 
each  day,  when  instead  of  20  minutes  it  may  seem 
best  to  have  40  minutes,  and  instead  of  having  the 
story-telling  period  before  10  a.  m.  it  may  be  best 
to  have  it  at  10:  30  or  11  a.  m.  A  morning  program 
which  runs  from  9  to  12  should  have  frequent 
surprise  periods  in  addition  to  the  11  o'clock  Sur- 
prise Hour.     Story  telling  is  one  of  them. 

Several  Story  Periods 

One  day  we  had  three  short  story-telling  periods 
instead  of  one.  Following  the  worship  period,  we 
had  a  story  on  conduct.  A  little  later  we  had  a 
Bible  story  which  was  dramatized  a  day  or  two  fol- 
lowing. Before  the  morning  session  closed  we  had 
a  missionary  story  which  was  retold  by  one  of  the 
pupils.  Sometimes  a  visitor  who  can  tell  stories  to 
children,  and  who  has  recently  come  back  from  a 
foreign  trip,  drops  in,  but  can  stay  only  a  few  min- 
utes. If  we  followed  a  set  program  we  would  not 
ask  that  visitor  to  speak,  but  we  are  willing  to  side- 
track our  regular  program  in  order  to  give  the  boys 
and  girls  a  treat.  A  leader  of  a  vacation  school 
must  have  many  things  up  his  sleeve,  must  be  ready 
to  change  his  program  on  a  moment's  notice,  but 
must  at  all  times  be  master  of  the  situation. 
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Stories  of  Suspense 

It  is  possible  for  stories  in  a  vacation  school  to 
have  such  a  grip  upon  boys  and  girls  that  when  they 
go  home  they  will  tell  them  to  others,  and  the  next 
day  many  new  faces  are  seen  in  the  school  because 
these  other  boys  and  girls  want  to  hear  the  stories, 
too.  Some  vacation  schools  begin  with  a  large  num- 
ber, but  the  attendance  dwindles.  A  vacation  school 
should  be  larger,  not  smaller,  at  the  end  of  the  sec- 
ond week.  If  the  right  kind  of  stories  are  told  and 
the  right  kind  of  a  program  is  given,  the  attendance 
is  sure  to  increase.  In  fact,  the  attendance  will  in- 
crease, not  because  of  the  leaders  but  in  spite  of 
them. 

Stories  of  suspense  are  fine  to  keep  up  the  interest 
daily.  As  a  sample  we  give  in  a  modified  form  a 
short  story  told  by  Henry  Drummond  when  he  once 
spoke  before  a  Boys'  Brigade — One  time  a  boy  lived 
in  the  country  with  his  poor  mother.  One  day  his 
mother  said  to  him,  "  We  are  poor,  and  I  am  going 
to  ask  you  to  go  to  the  city  and  get  work.  I  want 
you  to  save  your  money,  and  I  hope  you  can  soon 
send  for  me."  The  boy  got  ready  to  go  away.  He 
had  never  seen  a  big  city,  so  was  very  eager  to  go. 
As  he  was  aboift  to  leave  home,  his  mother  said, 
"  You'll  need  some  money,  so  I  am  going  to  give  you 
30  pieces  of  silver.  I'll  sew  the  money  in  your  coat 
so  you'll  not  lose  it  and  robbers  will  not  steal  it." 
Then  she  kissed  him  good-bye  and  said,  "  There  are 
two  things  I  want  you  to  remember — trust  God  and 
never  tell  a  lie." 

The  boy  traveled  over  the  desert  and  toward  even- 
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ing  he  drew  near  to  the  city.  He  saw  a  cloud  of 
dust.  He  looked  again  and  saw  that  horsemen  were 
coming  toward  him.  Soon  he  saw  that  they  were 
robbers.  One  of  them  rode  up  to  the  boy  and  said, 
"My  boy,  what  have  you  got?"  (It  might  be  well 
to  ask  the  boys  and  girls  what  answer  they  think  the 
boy  made.  Draw  them  out.)  The  boy  remembered 
the  last  words  of  his  mother,  "  Trust  God  and  never 
tell  a  lie,"  so  he  said,  "  I  have  30  pieces  of  silver 
sewed  up  in  my  coat."  The  robber  rode  away,  say- 
ing to  himself,  "  That  boy  acts  foolish."  Another 
robber  rode  up  and  said,  "  My  boy,  what  have  you 
got  ?  "  The  boy  replied,  "  30  pieces  of  silver  sewed 
up  in  my  coat."  The  robber  laughed  at  him  and 
rode  away  thinking  the  boy  was  not  right.  Then 
the  leader  of  the  band  rode  up,  and  when  he  asked 
the  boy  what  he  had  and  the  boy  told  him  he  had 
30  pieces  of  silver  sewed  up  in  his  coat,  the  leader 
jumped  off  from  his  horse,  felt  of  the  boy's  coat  and 
counted  1,  2,  3,  until  he  had  counted  30  pieces  of 
silver.  (Now  ask  the  boys  and  girls  what  they  think 
the  leader  did.  Draw  them  out.  If  you  want  to 
create  more  suspense,  tell  the  boys  and  girls  that 
perhaps  we  had  better  wait  until  tomorrow  before 
we  finish  the  story.  Of  course,  their  reply  will  be, 
"  No,  tell  it  now.") 

The  leader  of  the  band  leaned  on  his  spear  for  a 
moment  and  then  said,  "  Why  did  you  tell  me  you 
had  30  pieces  of  silver?"  The  boy  said,  "Because 
of  my  God  and  because  of  my  mother.  When  I  left 
home  this  morning  my  mother  said,  '  Trust  God  and 
never  tell  a  lie.' "    The  leader  withdrew  for  a  few 
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moments,  then  came  back  dressed,  not  like  a  robber, 
but  as  a  merchant.  He  said,  "lama  merchant  in 
the  big  city,  but  sometimes  I  rob.  I  have  been  want- 
ing to  do  something  for  my  God  and  for  my  mother. 
I  promise  now  that  I  will  never  rob  again.  I  want 
you  to  go  to  the  city  with  me  and  work  in  my  store. 
I'll  pay  you  good  wages,  so  you  can  soon  send  for 
your  mother.  I  have  been  looking  for  a  long  time 
for  a  boy  who  will  trust  God  and  never  tell  a  lie." 

Good  Story  Books 

In  the  bibliography  at  the  close  of  the  book  will 
be  found  a  list  of  good  story  books,  but  we  wish  to 
call  special  attention  here  to  three  books  by  Kerr, 
published  by  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.  They  are 
"  Children's  Story  Sermons,"  "  Children's  Mission- 
ary Story  Sermons  "  and  "  Children's  Gospel  Story 
Sermons ".  Each  book  contains  from  50  to  75 
stories.  They  are  short,  true  to  life  and  especially 
good  for  a  vacation  school.  Revell  Co.  also  pub- 
lishes "If  I  Were  You,"  by  Chambers;  "Sunny 
Windows,"  by  Bowie ;  "  Fifty  Missionary  Heroes 
Every  Boy  and  Girl  Should  Know,"  by  Johns- 
ton, and  the  following  five  by  Mary  Stewart: 
"  Tell  Me  a  Story  I  Never  Heard  Before  ",  "  Tell 
Me  a  Hero  Story  ",  "  Tell  Me  a  Once  Upon  a  Time 
Story",  "Tell  Me  a  Story  Of  Jesus"  and  "Tell 
Me  a  True  Story  ".  There  are  also  good  books  by 
the  Judson  Press,  the  Abingdon  Press,  the  West- 
minster Press,  the  International  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  School  Association,  and  Doran's.  There  are 
many  good  books  on  Bible  stories.    Both  the  Judson 
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Press  and  the  Westminster  Press  have  some  excel- 
lent courses  for  vacation  schools.  In  the  "  Manual 
of  Graded  Bible  Courses  "  put  out  by  the  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Daily  Vacation  Bible  Schools, 
there  are  50  Bible  stories  with  references  to  authors 
who  have  told  them  well. 


X 

THE  VERSE  FINDING 

ONE  day  the  boys  and  girls  were  asked  to  vote 
upon  the  most  popular  feature  in  a  vaca- 
tion school.  We  were  wondering  which 
would  receive  the  most  votes.  Some  of  us  thought 
that  picnics  and  swims  would  be  the  most  popular. 
Others  thought  that  motion  pictures,  dramatics, 
music,  pageantry  or  story  telling  would  head  the 
list.  Each  member  of  the  school  from  8  to  15  years 
of  age  was  asked  to  write  on  a  slip  of  paper  the 
three  favorites.  They  were  told  to  do  this  without 
consulting  others  as  we  wanted  individual  opinions. 
We  were  much  surprised  to  find  that  verse  finding 
received  the  most  votes.  Think  of  it!  Verse  find- 
ing more  popular  than  motion  pictures  or  picnics. 

A  little  later  we  asked  our  other  vacation  schools 
to  take  a  similar  vote  and  verse  finding  again  topped 
the  list.  We  shall  therefore  give  more  space  to  this 
feature  in  this  book  than  has  been  given  in  other 
books  on  vacation  schools. 

A  Worth-while  Feature 

There  are  several  good  reasons  why  verse  finding 
should  have  a  prominent  place  in  a  vacation  school. 
We  call  these  schools  "  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
Schools  ".  The  Bible  should  be  at  the  very  heart. 
The  verse-finding  contest  teaches  the  boys  and  girls 
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the  books  of  the  Bible.  It  teaches  them  to  find  the 
references  rapidly.  It  helps  them  to  memorize  Bible 
verses.  It  is  competitive  and  therefore  a  game.  It 
teaches  team  work.  It  trains  both  mind  and  hand. 
It  teaches  concentration.  It  gives  everyone  some- 
thing to  do.  The  verse  finding  can  be  closely  asso- 
ciated with  dramatics,  the  marching,  the  music,  the 
story  telling  and  the  recreation  features  as  we  shall 
show  a  little  later. 

New  Testaments  Used 

Not  every  church  is  well  supplied  with  Bibles. 
In  some  churches  there  are  enough  Bibles  for  a 
large  vacation  school,  but  the  Bibles  are  of  different 
versions  and  of  different  sizes,  and  sometimes  are 
badly  worn.  For  verse  finding  the  authorized  ver- 
sion is  better  than  the  revised,  and  the  Arabic  chap- 
ter numerals  are  better  than  the  Roman.  The  boys 
and  girls  might  be  asked  to  bring  their  own  Bibles, 
but  there  are  several  objections.  In  the  first  place, 
they  must  carry  them  back  and  forth  each  day  or 
many  Bibles  will  be  lost  or  misplaced.  In  the  second 
place,  they  will  bring  all  kinds  of  Bibles,  and  some 
of  them  may  bring  Bibles  with  thumb  index.  In 
the  third  place,  some  will  come  without  their  Bibles 
and  thus  be  deprived  of  the  verse  finding  feature. 

After  trying  out  several  plans  with  mediocre  suc- 
cess, we  decided  to  purchase  from  the  American 
Bible  Society  several  hundred  of  the  small  New 
Testaments  costing  from  ten  to  twelve  cents  each. 
These  were  taken  to  the  vacation  school  in  a  suitcase 
and  kept  there.    When  the  time  came  for  verse  find- 
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ing,  while  the  pianist  played,  the  boys  and  girls 
marched  past  the  suitcase  and  each  one  took  a  Testa- 
ment. When  the  contest  was  over  there  was  another 
march  and  the  Testaments  were  returned  to  the  case 
for  use  the  next  day.  In  this  way  everyone  had  a 
Testament  of  the  same  kind  and  no  one  had  an  ad- 
vantage over  another. 

Conducting  a  Contest 

In  every  vacation  school  there  will  be  found  two 
or  three  who  are  much  speedier  than  the  rank  and 
file  in  finding  Bible  verses.  If  these  two  or  three 
find  as  many  verses  as  all  the  others  combined  it  will 
tend  to  discourage  the  others.  To  eliminate  this  one- 
sidedness  we  say,  "  We  are  now  going  to  give  20 
references,  and  the  20  boys  and  girls  who  find  them 
will  come  to  the  platform  as  soon  as  the  references 
are  found."  In  this  way  we  give  20  different  boys 
and  girls  the  opportunity  of  finding  a  verse  instead 
of  having  two  or  three  of  them  find  most  of  them. 
Or  we  might  say,  "  Today  we  are  to  have  60  refer- 
ences. There  will  be  three  rounds  of  20  verses. 
We  wonder  how  many  of  you  can  come  to  the  plat- 
form for  all  three  rounds."  Or  better  still  we  might 
say,  "  We  are  to  have  three  rounds  each  day  and  at 
the  end  of  the  week  we'll  find  out  who  have  come 
to  the  platform  the  most  times."  This  helps  secure 
regular  attendance. 

Keeping  the  Record 

Much  valuable  time  is  lost  in  verse  finding  con- 
tests in  vacation  schools  and  in  Sunday  Schools  if 
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as  soon  as  a  person  finds  a  verse  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  pause  while  the  name  is  written  down.  If 
20  people  come  to  the  platform,  some  younger  per- 
son can  keep  the  record  as  the  boys  and  girls  come 
to  the  front  while  the  rest  of  the  school  goes  on  with 
its  verse  finding.  When  a  vacation  school  enrolls 
from  200  to  400,  every  moment  must  be  guarded. 
In  a  vacation  school,  boys  and  girls  never  complain 
because  they  are  worked  too  hard.  The  trouble  is 
some  of  them  are  not  kept  busy  all  the  time.  The 
less  delay  there  is  in  the  daily  program,  the  less  will 
be  the  confusion  and  disorder.  We  frequently  an- 
nounce on  a  Monday  morning,  "  We  are  to  have  60 
verses  each  day  in  three  rounds  of  20  each.  We 
shall  take  the  names  only  of  those  who  come  to  the 
platform  each  day  for  all  three  rounds."  When  the 
three  rounds  are  over  we  say,  "Those  who  have 
been  to  the  platform  every  time  please  stand."  The 
record  is  then  taken. 

Memory  Work  Included 

Both  to  relieve  the  tension  of  a  continuous  con- 
test and  to  get  the  boys  and  girls  to  memorize  at 
the  same  time,  we  have  some  memory  work  between 
each  round.  After  20  references  have  been  given 
and  20  boys  and  girls  have  gone  to  the  platform,  we 
usually  comment  upon  the  fact  that  more  boys  than 
girls  or  more  girls  than  boys  are  upon  the  platform. 
The  20  are  then  asked  to  take  their  seats.  All  are 
now  eager  for  the  next  20  references,  but  here  is 
where  we  give  them  a  little  rest  period  while  a  little 
memory  work  is  done.     The  leader  can  say,  "Be- 
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fore  we  have  our  next  round  we'll  stand  and  give 
the  books  of  the  Bible  "  or  "  We'll  stand  and  give 
the  books  of  the  Bible,  but  as  we  give  them  those 
who  cannot  do  so  will  be  seated "  or  "  We'll  now 
give  three  Bible  verses  from  memory " ;  such  as 
John  3 :  16,  etc.  If  a  Bible  story  is  to  be  dramatized 
the  next  day  we  frequently  ask  the  boys  and  girls  to 
read  the  verses  while  they  have  their  Testaments  in 
their  hands.  One  day  we  said,  "  Tomorrow  we 
dramatize  the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  We 
will  now  read  in  unison  a  few  verses  giving  us  the 
setting,  and  when  we  have  read  them  we  are  going 
to  pick  out  our  characters.  Watch  carefully  as  you 
read."  When  memory  work  or  dramatization  are  in- 
cluded in  the  verse  finding  contest  it  is  not  unusual 
for  a  verse-finding  period  to  take  40  or  50  minutes 
instead  of  20  or  25. 

A  Sample  Contest 

For  the  person  who  has  not  conducted  a  verse- 
finding  contest,  we  are  giving  a  simple  outline. 
While  the  pianist  plays  a  march,  the  boys  and  girls 
march  around  and  get  their  Testaments.  Before  be- 
ginning the  contest  the  leader  can  ask  them  to  turn 
to  the  first  page  of  the  Testament  and  read  together 
the  names  of  the  New  Testament  books.  It  will  be 
found  that  many  of  the  boys  and  girls  have  not 
learned  these  in  Sunday  School.  Now  ask  how 
many  can  name  the  New  Testament  books  without 
looking  on,  or,  better  still,  ask  that  all  the  boys  and 
girls  give  them  again  either  by  reading  them  or  from 
memory,  and  those  who  can  give  them  without  look- 
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ing  on  might  be  asked  to  stand  or  come  to  the  plat- 
form and  give  them  from  memory  for  the  benefit 
of  the  others.  If  you  announce  that  all  who  can  give 
the  books  from  memory  tomorrow  can  come  to  the 
platform  and  give  them  in  unison  you  will  find  that 
some  boys  and  girls  will  work  hard  that  night  to  win 
a  place  of  honor  next  day.  We  do  not  ask  them  to 
do  home  work,  but  we  stimulate  them  to  do  it. 

Now  if  you  are  about  to  find  verses,  say  to  the 
boys  and  girls  that  since  some  of  them  may  not  have 
had  experience  in  finding  verses  you  are  going  to 
give  them  references  only  in  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke 
and  John.  Then  give  the  following  ten  references, 
asking  the  winners  to  come  to  the  platform — Matt. 
12:36  (But  I  say);  Mark  6:15  (Others  said); 
Luke  4: 19  (To  preach)  ;  John  7: 17  (If  any  man)  ; 
Matt.  9 :  38  (Pray  ye)  ;  Luke  1 :  70  (As  he  spake)  ; 
Mark  15 :  25  (And  it  was)  ;  John  12 :  15  (Fear  not)  ; 
Matt.  12:11  (And  he  said);  John  19:7  (The 
Jews). 

Be  sure  to  tell  them  to  begin  reading  as  soon  as 
they  find  the  verse,  and  to  read  quickly  and  clearly 
only  the  first  two  or  three  words.  Do  not  try  to 
memorize  a  verse  as  it  is  found.  The  memory  work 
can  best  be  done  between  rounds,  or  at  other  times. 
The  verse-finding  contest  is  not  for  memorizing,  but 
for  accuracy  and  speed. 

Typewrite  the  References 

In  order  to  have  a  great  variety  of  references  we 
have  found  it  best  to  take  some  filing  cards,  3x5,  and 
typewrite   about  25   references   on  each  card.    We 
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prepare  from  10  to  15  cards  which  give  us  250  to 
300  references.  Sometimes  we  say  to  the  boys  and 
girls,  "  Those  who  wish  to  come  at  8 :  30  tomorrow 
to  find  Bible  verses  can  use  the  Testaments  in  that 
case;  also  these  cards."  It  is  not  unusual  to  see  50 
to  100  boys  and  girls  in  several  groups  finding  verses 
at  8 :  30  in  the  morning.  This  is  much  better  than 
keeping  them  out  in  the  yard  waiting  for  the  doors 
to  open  at  9  o'clock.  Moreover,  we  have  a  better 
opportunity  to  get  well  acquainted  with  them. 

Not  only  do  the  boys  and  girls  like  verse  finding 
in  the  vacation  school,  but  they  tell  their  Sunday 
School  superintendents  to  inaugurate  the  plan  on 
Sunday  morning.  In  some  cases  where  boys  and 
girls  were  tardy  in  Sunday  School,  the  superintend- 
ent put  on  a  verse-finding  contest  at  9 :  30  every  Sun- 
day morning  with  very  good  results. 

Additional  References 

Here  are  some  more  references  for  the  busy  leader 
who  may  want  to  use  them: 

Heb.  3:19  (So  we  see);  Rev.  7:17  (For  the 
lamb)  ;  James  5 :  9  (Grudge  not)  ;  Rom.  16:  6  (Greet 
Mary)  ;  Acts  21 :  28  (Crying  out)  ;  Mark  16:  5  (And 
entering);  Matt.  9:38  (Pray  ye);  John  7:24 
(Judge  not)  ;  Heb.  2:9  (But  we  see)  ;  I  Thes.  4:2 
(For  ye  know)  ;  Mark  9: 1  (And  he  said)  ;  Rom. 
7: 11  (For  sin)  ;  Luke  24:  43  (And  he  took)  ;  Acts 
2:45  (And  sold)  ;  Luke  15: 18  (I  will  arise)  ;  Gal. 
4:5  (To  redeem);  Mark  12:37  (David);  James 
1:27  (Pure  religion);  Luke  10:40  (But  Martha); 
I   Thes.  4:18    (Wherefore);  Luke   17:34    (I  tell 
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you)  ;  James  2: 1  (My  brethren)  ;  Eph.  2:  20  (And 
are);  Acts  7:35  (This  Moses);  Heb.  2:6  (But 
one) ;  Mark  16:  14  (Afterward) ;  John  18:  39  (But 
ye)  ;  II  Tim.  4: 14  (Alexander)  ;  I  Peter  4: 12  (Be- 
loved) ;  Matt.  7: 13  (Enter  ye)  ;  Acts  28:  8  (And  it 
came)  ;  Luke  4: 19  (To  preach)  ;  Rom.  10:2  (For 
I  bear);  Mark  6:7  (And  he  called);  II  Cor.  6:7 
(By  the  word)  ;  John  7: 17  (If  any  man)  ;  I  Pet. 
2:3  (If  so  be);  Acts  21:26  (Then  Paul);  Rev. 
13:9  (If  any  man);  Phil.  2:21  (For  all  seek); 
Rom.  13:13  (Let  us  walk);  Heb.  12:29  (For  our 
God);  Mark  14:71  (But  he  began);  II  Cor.  3:1 
(Do  we  begin)  ;  Luke  2:40  (And  the  child)  ;  Eph. 
3:9  (And  to  make)  ;  James  1 :  11  (For  the  sun)  ; 
John  1 :  34  (And  I  saw)  ;  Titus  2:6  (Young  men)  ; 
Matt.  28:2  (And  behold);  Rom.  11:17  (And  if 
some)  ;  Luke  10:24  (For  I  tell) ;  Gal.  3:21  (Is  the 
law) ;  Rom.  15 : 1  (We  then). 


XI 

THE  SURPRISE  HOUR 

SOME  vacation  schools  have  set  aside  the  11 
o'clock  hour  as  the  Surprise  Hour  each  day. 
If  boys  and  girls  have  been  kept  quite  busy 
for  two  hours  in  music,  memory  work,  Bible  work, 
stories  and  verse  finding,  they  like  a  change.  This 
is  the  best  hour  for  the  hand  work.  Some  vacation 
schools  have  group  work,  permitting  the  boys  and 
girls  to  choose  their  favorite  occupation.  Some  of 
the  girls  go  into  a  sewing  class  while  others  form 
an  advance  music  class.  Some  of  the  boys  have 
woodwork  while  others  are  otherwise  engaged.  The 
character  and  amount  of  the  handwork  will  depend 
upon  the  size  of  the  school  and  the  helpers  available. 

Written  Work 

We  have  had  excellent  results  in  our  large  schools 
by  surprising  them  occasionally  with  written  work. 
First  we  ask  them  to  march  around  and  get  a  pencil 
and  one  sheet  of  paper.  When  they  have  returned 
to  their  seats  we  say,  "  Our  surprise  today  is  a  writ- 
ten test."  At  first  they  appear  a  trifle  frightened, 
but  when  we  tell  them  more  about  the  plan  they  be- 
come quite  enthusiastic,  and  frequently  ask  for  addi- 
tional tests. 

One  day  we  said  after  the  pencils  and  paper  had 
been  distributed,  "Write  your  name  and  address  at 
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the  top  of  the  sheet.  Now  just  below  your  name 
and  address  write  this  sentence,  '  One  of  my  favorite 
Bible  characters,  and  why/  We  will  now  give  you 
15  minutes  to  collect  your  thoughts,  decide  upon  a 
favorite  character,  tell  a  few  things  about  him,  not 
exceeding  the  one  page,  and  do  it  as  neatly  as 
possible." 

First  there  is  silence  and  deep  thought.  Some 
realize  that  what  they  don't  know  about  the  Bible 
would  fill  many  books.  When  they  find  out  that 
they  know  so  little,  they  are  more  attentive  during 
the  following  .days  when  Bible  work  is  given. 

When  the  15  minutes  are  up,  we  ask  them  to 
bring  their  pencils  and  paper  to  the  platform,  having 
another  march.  We  tell  them  that  we  shall  pick  out 
the  best  papers  and  have  them  read  on  the  next  day. 
We  also  tell  them  that  we  shall  give  them  another 
chance  in  a  few  days  to  write  upon  a  Bible  char- 
acter. They  usually  go  to  their  Bibles  when  they 
go  home  and  try  to  become  better  informed. 

Why  I  Like  This  Vacation  School 

On  another  day  we  give  them  pencils  and  paper, 
and  after  telling  them  to  write  name  and  address  at 
the  top,  we  ask  them  to  write  one  page  only  upon 
the  topic,  "Why  I  Like  This  Vacation  School". 
We  ask  them  to  give  from  three  to  five  reasons,  put- 
ting the  most  important  first.  We  want  them  to 
think  for  themselves,  so  we  say,  "  Do  not  confer 
with  each  other,  but  do  your  own  thinking."  Among 
the  answers  given  were,  "  I  like  this  school  because 
it  makes  all  work  seem  like  play ",  "  I  like  it  be- 
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cause  we  have  Bible  stories  ",  "  We  learn  good  man- 
ners ",  "  We  have  good  teachers  ",  "  We  have  story 
telling",  "We  have  verse  finding",  "We  have 
games  ",  "  We  are  kept  off  the  streets  ",  "  We  learn 
about  Jesus  ". 

What  I  Want  To  Do 

» ~~i 

In  nearly  every  vacation  school  that  we  conduct 
we  have  a  written  test  on  "What  I  Want  To  Do 
When  I  Grow  Up".  These  papers  reveal  much 
originality  and  produce  much  merriment,  especially 
when  some  of  the  papers  are  read  on  the  following 
day.  The  newspaper  reporter  is  always  glad  to  look 
over  the  papers  and  he  frequently  writes  a  good 
story.  Among  70  papers  handed  in  by  one  group 
one  day,  the  occupations  were  distributed  as  fol- 
lows: missionary,  15;  musician,  8;  nurse,  7;  teacher, 
6;  stenographer,  4;  electrical  engineer,  4;  artist,  3; 
physician,  3 ;  actress,  2 ;  clerk,  2 ;  civil  engineer,  2 ; 
lawyer,  2.  The  following  had  one  each:  preacher, 
vacation  school  leader,  farmer,  draftsman,  French 
modiste,  cartoonist,  authoress,  locomotive  engineer, 
librarian,  housekeeper,  veterinary,  and  bacteriologist. 
It  is  interesting  to  find  out  what  they  would  like  to 
do,  but  it  is  more  interesting  to  learn  their  reasons. 
One  boy  who  wanted  to  be  a  railroad  engineer  gave 
as  his  reason,  "  Because  I  can  sit  up  there  and  see 
the  country,  and  I  get  paid  for  riding." 

If  the  program  is  crowded  and  it  does  not  seem 
wise  to  ask  the  boys  and  girls  to  write  these  papers 
during  the  morning  session,  the  leader  might  ask 
them  to  write  them  at  home  and  bring  them  the  next 
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day.  Since  boys  and  girls  easily  forget,  impress 
upon  them  that  only  those  who  are  really  depend- 
able will  bring  their  papers  with  them  the  next  day, 
while  the  rest  will  say,  "  I  forgot."  Some  of  the 
boys  and  girls  are  heard  to  remark  as  they  pass  out, 
"  I'll  fool  him.  I  am  going  home  to  write  my  paper 
right  away." 

Swims  at  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

In  our  larger  cities  where  there  is  a  well  equipped 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  arrangements  can 
often  be  made  once  a  week  for  the  boys  to  go  to 
the  Y.  M.  pool  and  the  girls  to  go  to  the  Y.  W. 
pool  at  11:15  or  11:30.  In  some  of  the  smaller 
cities  where  there  is  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  but  no  Y.  W. 
C.  A.,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  often  sets  aside  one  or  two 
days  a  week  as  women's  day.  Arrangements  can 
often  be  made  to  have  the  girls  visit  the  pool  on 
those  days.  If  the  school  is  large,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  select  small  groups  for  these  visits  to  the 
pool.  When  a  choice  must  be  made,  we  give  prefer- 
ence to  the  larger  boys  or  larger  girls  who  desire 
to  go.  However,  before  any  of  the  vacation  school 
people  go  to  the  pools,  be  sure  to  confer  carefully 
with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W.  C.  A.  leaders  con- 
cerning the  rules  and  requirements.  Also  see  that  a 
competent  person  is  in  charge  and  that  full  instruc- 
tions are  given.  Tell  them  to  be  careful  and  not  fall 
down  on  the  slippery  tiling.  Also  tell  them  that  one 
end  of  the  pool  is  shallow  and  the  other  deep.  Be- 
fore they  march  over  to  the  pool,  tell  them  that  they 
are  advertising  the  school  by  their  conduct  on  the 
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street  and  that  they  are  expected  to  be  a  good  ad- 
vertisement. 

Motion  Pictures 

We  frequently  have  motion  pictures,  but  we  al- 
ways choose  our  own  films.  At  first  we  attempted 
to  darken  our  vacation  school  auditorium,  but  it 
meant  poor  ventilation,  needless  delay  and  unneces- 
sary confusion  while  the  pictures  were  shown.  In 
one  of  our  schools  where  the  church  auditorium  was 
used  for  the  main  vacation  school,  the  basement  of 
the  church,  which  had  been  darkened  in  advance, 
was  used  for  the  motion  picture  room.  There  was 
little  confusion  as  the  boys  and  girls  marched  down 
stairs  for  20  or  30  minutes  while  two  reels  were 
shown.  We  got  the  best  results,  however,  when  we 
arranged  with  the  manager  of  a  downtown  theatre 
to  have  the  free  use  of  his  building  for  30  minutes. 
We  furnished  our  own  pictures,  but  the  organist  and 
operator  gladly  gave  their  time.  We  first  had  a 
short  organ  recital  or  demonstration,  and  then  we 
had  the  two  reels — one  an  educational  and  the  other 
a  comic.  Some  motion  picture  houses  begin  their 
day's  work  at  11  a.  m.  In  that  case  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  get  the  use  of  the  building  at  10  or  10: 15. 
This  will  mean  a  shift  of  the  morning  program  in 
the  vacation  school,  putting  some  of  the  10  o'clock 
features  at  11. 

Some  people  have  been  afraid  to  march  400  boys 
and  girls  several  blocks  to  a  motion  picture  house 
for  fear  that  there  may  be  rowdyism.  We  have  had 
no  trouble  whatever  in  having  the  boys  and  girls  go 


THE  SURPRISE  HOUR  73 

quietly  from  the  vacation  school  to  the  theatre  and 
when  the  pictures  are  over  return  to  the  vacation 
school  promptly  and  in  good  order.  Of  course,  we 
tell  them  before  they  go  out  upon  the  street  that  here 
is  a  chance  to  demonstrate  what  kind  of  boys  and 
girls  they  are,  and  of  course  they  try  hard  to  do  the 
right  thing. 

Recreation  Period 

When  we  are  working  on  our  final  program  and 
wish  to  drill  the  girls  only,  or  the  boys  only,  at  one 
time,  we  sometimes  tell  the  boys  that  they  can  have 
a  20  or  25  minute  period  on  the  playground  or  in  the 
gymnasium  under  the  direction  of  the  playground 
leader,  while  the  girls  are  having  a  special  rehearsal. 
Then  we  let  the  girls  have  a  20  or  25  minute  period 
on  the  playground  while  the  boys  have  their  special 
rehearsal. 

A  Bible  Problem 

As  a  sample  of  some  of  the  special  things  done 
during  the  surprise  hour,  we  give  below  two  Bible 
problems.  These  are  printed  and  distributed  among 
the  boys  and  girls.  We  then  say,  "Tomorrow  at 
our  surprise  hour  we'll  see  how  many  of  you  can 
give  the  correct  answer."  Needless  to  say,  Bibles 
are  searched  that  night,  and  some  parents  are  asked 
many  questions: 

To  the  number  of  men  cast  into  the  fiery  furnace, 
add  the  number  of  stones  David  took  out  of  the 
brook  when  he  went  to  meet  Goliath,  add  the  num- 
ber of  measures  of  barley  Boaz  gave  Ruth,  add  the. 
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number  of  spies  sent  into  Canaan,  add  the  number 
of  times  the  Israelites  marched  around  Jericho,  add 
the  number  of  pieces  of  silver  Joseph's  brothers  re- 
ceived when  he  was  sold  into  Egypt,  add  the  number 
of  books  in  the  New  Testament,  add  the  number  of 
pieces  of  silver  Judas  received  for  betraying  Christ, 
add  the  number  of  books  in  the  Old  Testament,  add 
the  number  of  persons  on  the  vessel  when  Paul  was 
shipwrecked,  add  the  number  of  men  Gideon  finally 
selected,  add  the  number  of  foxes  Samson  sent  into 
the  fields  of  the  Philistines,  add  the  age  of  Methuse- 
lah when  he  died,  add  the  number  of  Philistines 
Samson  slew  with  a  jawbone. — E.  C.  K. 

The  answer  to  the  above  is  the  same  as  the  num- 
ber of  camels  Job  had  before  the  Chaldeans  took 
them.— E.  C  K. 

Another  Problem 

To  the  number  of  books  in  the  Bible,  add  the 
number  of  disciples  Christ  had,  subtract  the  number 
of  books  in  the  New  Testament,  add  the  age  of 
Joash  when  he  became  king,  add  the  number  of 
spies  sent  to  Canaan,  divide  by  the  number  of 
Egyptian  plagues,  multiply  by  the  number  of  loaves 
used  in  feeding  the  five  thousand,  add  the  number 
of  times  the  Israelites  marched  around  Jericho,  add 
the  number  of  sons  Jacob  had,  divide  by  the  number 
of  men  cast  into  the  fiery  furnace,  add  the  number 
of  days  Christ  was  on  earth  after  His  resurrection, 
add  the  number  of  years  Solomon  was  king,  add  the 
number  of  pieces  of  silver  Joseph's  brothers  received 
when  he  was  sold  into  Egypt,  subtract  the  age  of 
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Moses  when  he  died,  add  the  number  of  foxes  Sam- 
son sent  into  the  fields  of  the  Philistines,  add  the  age 
of  Methuselah  when  he  died,  subtract  the  number  of 
books  in  the  Old  Testament,  subtract  the  number  of 
pieces  of  silver  Judas  received  when  he  betrayed 
Christ,  add  the  number  of  men  Gideon  finally 
selected.— E.  C.  K. 


XII 

HANDWORK 

IN  former  chapters,  we  have  said  that  in  our 
large  schools  we  do  not  have  much  handwork. 
This  is  not  because  we  are  in  any  way  opposed 
to  that  work,  but  because  we  were  unable  to  find 
enough  helpers.  Moreover,  there  was  the  difficulty 
of  room  space  and  of  the  cost  of  materials.  A  small 
school  will  not  require  many  helpers  for  this.  Even 
in  a  large  school  which  is  not  conducted  "  en  masse," 
but  which  has  much  group  work,  there  can  be  con- 
siderable handwork  because  there  can  be  different 
classes  at  different  hours.  Some  vacation  schools 
have  had  fair  success  when  the  handwork  was  done 
in  the  afternoon. 

A  Manual  of  Handwork 

The  one  in  charge  of  the  handwork  should  have 
a  copy  of  "  Manual  of  Handwork,"  issued  by 
the  International  Association  of  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  Schools,  90  Bible  House,  New  York.  It  con- 
tains 78  pages,  and  has  many  illustrations.  Among 
the  chapter  headings  are:  Baskets,  Chair  Caning, 
Cord  Work,  Crocheting,  Knitting,  Rug  Making, 
Sewing,  Weaving  and  Wood  Sloyd.  It  also  has  a 
chapter  on  "  Fundamentals  of  Handwork,"  and  dis- 
cusses some  of  these  topics:  Bible  Manual  Work, 
Hospital   Gifts    Made   by   Children,    Treatment   of 
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Material,   Occupations   for   Various   Ages,   Kinder- 
garten, and  General  Suggestions. 

General  Suggestions 

Among  the  17  general  suggestions  we  find  these: 
Have  all  work  planned  on  previous  day.  Have  each 
child's  work  prepared  with  the  child's  name  attached. 
Before  the  children  are  allowed  to  claim  any  arti- 
cles, they  should,  if  possible,  pay  for  the  material 
used.  Work  intended  for  donation  to  hospitals 
should  be  the  outcome  of  intelligent  sympathy; 
therefore  let  a  committee  visit  a  hospital  in  advance. 
Watch  lest  the  children  imbibe  habits  of  untidiness 
by  leaving  the  floor  littered  by  bits  of  raffia  or  other 
material  at  the  close  of  the  industrial  hour.  The 
value  of  the  industrial  hour  lies  as  much  in  teaching 
habits  of  neatness  as  in  making  attractive  articles. 
Every  teacher  should  have  a  workbag  with  her 
equipment — tape-measure,  scissors,  pencil,  small 
notebook,  pin-cushion,  needle-book,  thimble,  thread 
and  emery  bag.  Do  not  make  anything  in  the  class 
which  is  without  some  utility  value.  When  the  spirit 
of  restlessness  becomes  too  marked  during  the  in- 
dustrial period,  stop  the  work,  as  it  will  not  be  well 
done  while  things  are  in  this  condition.  Sing  a  song, 
play  a  game,  or  if  the  day  is  too  warm  for  even 
slight  exertion,  tell  stories  until  there  is  a  change  in 
the  mental  attitude  of  the  class.  Remember  that  it's 
a  "vacation  school,"  and  while  system  and  order 
must  be  maintained,  the  happiness  of  the  children 
is  a  primary  consideration  from  beginning  to  close. 

Even  where  vacation  schools  cannot  do  much  with 
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Bible  Manual  Work 
basketry,  chair  caning,  carpentry  and  rug  making, 
the  boys  and  girls  can  do  Bible  manual  work.  It 
can  be  in  the  nature  of  a  blank-book  record  of  Bible 
stories  told  each  day.  The  pages  can  be  illustrated 
with  pictures,  maps  and  drawings.  Original  sum- 
maries of  stories  may  be  written,  illustrated  with 
Bible  pictures  cut  from  Sunday  School  papers. 
Sometimes  the  small  colored  Bible  picture  cards 
which  have  been  discarded  can  be  passed  out  and 
each  one  can  be  asked  to  tell  the  story  suggested, 
and  a  little  later  to  write  it  in  the  book.  Another 
good  plan  is  to  have  them  write  upon  "  One  of  My 
Favorite  Bible  Characters,  and  Why,"  as  suggested 
in  the  chapter  on  the  surprise  hour. 

Relate  All  Work  to  the  Bible 

Because  these  schools  are  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
Schools,  all  work  as  far  as  possible  should  be  re- 
lated to  the  Bible.  In  the  foreword  to  the  book 
mentioned  above,  "Manual  of  Handwork",  we  find 
this  good  advice — Teachers  of  handwork  should  plan 
to  make  the  work  productive  of  moral  growth  and 
further  to  connect  the  day's  work  with  the  day's 
Bible  lessons  and  habit  talks.  If  the  handwork  is 
map  making,  sand-table  work  or  preparation  of  Bible 
books  illustrated  with  pictures,  the  connection  is  ob- 
vious, but  even  sewing  might  recall  a  Bible  event, 
and  children  enjoy  finding  the  passages,  e.  g.,  the 
story  of  Samuel's  little  coat,  of  Dorcas,  and  the  hem 
of  the  Savior's  garment.  If  the  pupils  make  toy 
animals  have  the  story  of  Noah  looked  up. 
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A  Final  Suggestion 

As  we  have  said  before,  much  will  depend  upon 
the  size  of  the  school,  the  buildings  used,  and  the 
dependable  helpers  at  hand.  In  our  first  school  we 
tried  to  carry  out  the  handwork  program  and  were 
quite  successful  when  the  school  was  small,  but  as 
the  attendance  increased  our  most  serious  handicap 
was  a  scarcity  of  dependable  helpers.  The  boys  and 
girls  were  never  fooled  when  we  promised  them 
music,  stories,  verse  finding,  memory  work,  pageantry 
and  dramatics,  but  sometimes  we  had  to  apolo- 
gize because  someone  who  promised  to  come  at  11 
a.  m.  to  help  in  the  handwork  'phoned  at  the  last  mo- 
ment that  he  or  she  could  not  come.  Disappoint- 
ment hits  a  school  hard.  A  vacation  school  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  if  the  helpers  are  dependable,  and  the 
boys  and  girls  are  not  disappointed.  One  reason 
why  some  large  vacation  schools  start  with  a  large 
number  and  then  dwindle  in  attendance  is  because 
the  school  did  not  give  entirely  what  it  promised. 

We  prefer  to  call  the  11  o'clock  hour  the  sur- 
prise hour,  and  we  give  as  much  special  work  as  we 
can  when  we  subdivide  into  groups,  but  we  have 
found  that  when  we  give  the  boys  and  girls  their 
choice  of  carpentry  and  sewing,  verse  finding  and 
story  telling,  they  seem  more  anxious  for  verse  find- 
ing and  story  telling  than  for  the  regular  handwork. 
This  shows  that  you  can  keep  up  the  interest  during 
the  morning  session  even  if  all  of  them  are  not  en- 
gaged in  handwork. 


XIII 
HEALTH  AND  HABIT  TALKS 

IN  the  "  Manual  of  Graded  Bible  Courses  and 
Habit,  Health  and  First  Aid  Outlines,"  published 
by  the  International  Association  of  Daily  Vaca- 
tion Bible  Schools,  there  are  several  pages  given  to 
health  and  habit  topics  from  which  the  teachers  can 
select  such  as  appear  to  be  best  suited  for  that  day  or 
for  that  community.  Among  the  topics  are  Patriot- 
ism, Hygiene,  Swat  the  Fly,  Drinking  Water,  The 
Nose,  The  Mouth,  The  Hands,  The  Feet,  The  Ears, 
The  Eyes,  The  Skin,  The  Body,  Clean  Clothes,  Tidi- 
ness, Truthfulness,  Carefulness,  and  Faithfulness. 

In  a  small  book  published  by  the  Pilgrim  Press, 
called  "  The  American  Vacation  Lessons,"  there  is 
found  the  Children's  Code  of  Morals,  as  follows :  Laws 
of  Health,  Control,  Selt-reliance,  Reliability,  Clean 
Sport,  Duty,  Good  Workmanship,  Team  Work,  Kind- 
ness, Loyalty,  Reverence.  Because  of  these  and  other 
good  books  giving  suitable  material  we  shall  not  go 
into  detail,  but  we  shall  give  two  or  three  instances 
which  will  show  how  habit  and  health  topics  can 
easily  fit  into  the  daily  program. 

The  Boy  Who  Forgot 

"  The  Boy  Who  Forgot "  is  a  sample  of  a  story 

told  one  day.     On  the  preceding  day  some  of  the 

boys  had  thrown  their  hats  on  the  floor  in  the  check 

room  instead  of  hanging  them  up.    We  did  not  scold 
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them,  but  we  told  a  short  story,  speaking  somewhat 
as  follows,  "  There  is  something  I  want  to  say  to 
you  this  morning,  and  I  am  going  to  say  it  by  telling 
a  story.  One  time  there  was  a  boy  who  had  a 
mother  who  was  very  devoted  to  her  son.  She 
would  often  sacrifice  her  own  good  times  in  order 
that  her  boy  might  have  a  happy  time.  She  tried  to 
dress  him  well.  She  always  wanted  him  to  be  neat 
and  courteous.  She  would  work  hard  each  day  to 
give  him  good  food  and  to  keep  his  clothes  in  good 
shape.  Sometimes,  after  the  boy  had  gone  to  bed 
at  night,  the  tired  mother  would  sit  up  an  hour  or 
two  mending  his  clothes.  Now  there  was  one  thing 
which  this  boy  did  every  day,  and  several  times  a 
day,  which  his  mother  did  not  like.  When  he  came 
into  the  house  he  would  throw  his  hat  and  coat  upon 
the  floor  or  in  a  chair  instead  of  hanging  them  up. 
His  mother  tried  to  teach  him  to  hang  up  his  hat 
and  coat,  but  he  was  very  careless.  Day  after  day, 
the  poor,  tired  mother  had  to  follow  him  around  and 
pick  up  his  clothes.  One  day  the  boy  went  away 
from  home,  and  he  still  had  the  habit  of  throwing 
his  clothes  upon  the  floor.  Yesterday,  when  I  looked 
into  the  check  room,  I  saw  some  hats  on  the  floor. 
I  wonder  if  we  have  in  this  school  any  boys  who  are 
making  their  poor,  tired  mothers  extra  work  by  com- 
pelling them  to  pick  up  their  hats  and  coats  every 
day.  If  so,  I  wish  that  for  the  sake  of  your  good 
mother  you  would  make  up  your  mind  today  that 
never  again  will  you  put  extra  burdens  upon  her 
shoulders." 

This  little  story  had  a  wonderful  effect  upon  the 
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boys.  The  next  day  they  vied  with  each  other  to 
put  their  hats  in  place.  They  did  not  want  to  ad- 
vertise the  fact  to  the  leaders  in  the  school  or  to  the 
other  boys  that  they  were  careless  in  the  home. 
A  little  later,  a  mother  came  to  the  vacation  school 
and  said  to  the  leader,  "  I  don't  know  how  much 
Louis  is  learning  in  music  and  in  the  Bible,  but  I 
know  that  he  is  a  much  better  boy  in  the  home. 
When  you  told  that  story  about  a  careless  boy  who 
did  not  hang  up  his  hat,  he  came  home  and  told  me 
that  he  was  sorry  he  had  been  so  careless,  and  that 
he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  do  better  in  the  future." 

Another  Incident 

In  our  Seattle  school  a  High  School  girl  had  writ- 
ten a  paper  on  "  What  I  Want  to  Do  When  I  Grow 
Up  ".  It  was  a  very  good  paper,  and  the  next  day 
we  called  special  attention  to  it.  We  asked  her  if 
she  would  be  willing  to  read  it.  We  were  surprised 
to  hear  her  say  that  she  did  not  like  to  tell  the  others 
what  she  wanted  to  do  because  she  was  afraid  they 
might  laugh  at  her.  We  asked  her  why  she  thought 
they  would  laugh,  and  she  said,  "  In  High  School, 
when  we  were  asked  to  tell  about  our  life  work 
plans,  I  told  them  what  I  wanted  to  do,  and  they 
gave  me  the  laugh."  Now  we  could  have  dropped 
this  discussion  at  this  point,  going  on  with  our  reg- 
ular program,  but  here  was  too  good  a  chance  to  do 
two  or  three  things  at  once.  We  sidetracked  our 
program  for  15  or  20  minutes. 

In  the  first  place  we  said  to  the  school,  "Have 
all  the  boys  and  girls  in  this  room  enough  courtesy 
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and  control  so  they  will  not  laugh  at  Mildred  if  she 
has  the  courage  to  tell  us  what  she  would  like  to  do 
when  she  grows  up?  Those  who  think  they  have, 
hold  up  your  hands."  Immediately  all  held  up  their 
hands.  Then,  without  asking  Mildred  if  she  would 
come  to  the  front  to  read  her  paper,  we  tried  to  de- 
velop her  courage  by  asking  her  if  she  did  not  feel 
proud  enough  of  her  vocation  to  tell  us  about  it  even 
though  some  might  want  to  laugh,"  adding,  "You 
know  there  are  some  people  in  this  world  who  never 
do  much  themselves,  but  they  are  always  ready  to 
make  fun  of  others."  This  last  remark  made  Mil- 
dred feel  that  she  was  ready  to  tell  about  her  plans 
even  though  every  one  in  the  room  laughed  at  her, 
so  she  quickly  came  to  the  front,  amid  applause,  and 
read  her  paper.  When  she  finished  her  paper  there 
was  more  applause.  They  admired  her  courage  and 
independence.  In  her  paper  Mildred  said  that  she 
planned  to  go  to  a  university  where  she  could  learn 
to  be  a  children's  dentist. 

We  might  have  closed  this  incident  at  this  time, 
but  since  Mildred  had  given  several  good  reasons 
why  she  preferred  to  be  a  children's  dentist,  we  took 
occasion  to  compliment  her  good  judgment,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  tell  about  the  importance  of  care- 
fully looking  after  the  teeth  every  day.  We  had 
been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  say  something 
about  the  proper  care  of  teeth,  and  this  gave  us  the 
point  of  contact. 

The  experiences  of  the  day  will  often  present  an 
opportunity  to  say  something  about  health  and  habit. 
Sometimes  we  read  in  the  paper  that  a  small  boy  is 
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killed  by  an  automobile.  This  gives  us  an  oppor- 
tunity to  talk  to  the  boys  and  girls  about  "  Safety 
First ".  We  tell  them  that  on  their  way  to  the  vaca- 
tion school,  or  on  the  way  home,  they  should  not 
rush  across  the  street  in  front  of  an  automobile  or 
a  street  car.  Just  before  we  have  a  picnic  we  talk 
to  them  about  the  importance  of  being  careful  when 
climbing,  or  rowing,  or  swimming.  Memory  work 
and  music  are  important  in  a  vacation  school,  but 
we  must  also  remember  that  valuable  lessons  on  how 
to  live  and  how  to  act  can  also  be  taught. 


XIV 

DRAMATICS  AND  PAGEANTRY 

SOME  people  think  that  dramatization  of  Bible 
Stories  is  extremely  difficult.  Perhaps  they 
think  that  special  costumes  and  extra  equip- 
ment are  absolutely  necessary.  We  visited  a  vaca- 
tion school  once  where  the  leader  was  trying  to  drill 
a  few  characters  while  the  other  boys  and  girls  were 
extremely  restless.  Frequently  the  leader  would  say 
to  the  noisy  ones,  "  Sit  up  and  keep  still."  It  is  not 
at  all  difficult  to  secure  the  interest  and  attention  of 
two  or  three  hundred  boys  and  girls  when  the  Bible 
Story  is  read  and  re-read  by  them,  and  then  drama- 
tized. 

As  an  illustration,  suppose  that  we  have  just  fin- 
ished our  verse-finding  contest  and  the  Testaments 
are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  boys  and  girls.  We  say, 
"  Before  we  march  around  and  bring  back  the  Testa- 
ments, we  are  going  to  do  something  different. 
Please  turn  to  Luke  10 :  25.  As  soon  as  you  find 
the  verse,  do  not  read  it,  but  just  hold  up  your 
hand."  Now,  when  the  majority  have  raised  their 
hands,  we  ask  them  to  read  in  unison  the  verses  25 
to  29  as  follows: 

"And,  behold,  a  certain  lawyer  stood  up,  and 
tempted  him,  saying,  Master,  what  shall  I  do  to  in- 
herit eternal  life?  He  said  unto  him,  What  is  writ- 
ten in  the  law?     How  readest  thou?     And  he  an- 
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swered,  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord,  thy  God,  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
strength,  and  with  all  thy  mind;  and  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Thou  hast  an- 
swered right:  this  do,  and  thou  shalt  live.  But  he, 
willing  to  justify  himself,  said  unto  Jesus,  And  who 
is  my  neighbor?" 

After  they  have  read  in  unison  these  verses,  we 
say,  "  Before  we  read  any  more,  I  want  several  of 
you  to  give  me  an  answer  to  this  question,  What 
would  you  say  if  you  were  asked  this  morning, 
'  Who  is  your  neighbor  ? '  Who  has  an  answer  ? 
Hold  up  your  hand.  (Draw  them  out.  Stimulate 
their  thinking.  Compare  their  answers.)  We  are 
now  going  to  read  the  answer  Jesus  gave.  His  an- 
swer was  a  story.  Let  us  read  it  together,  verses 
30  to  37." 

"And  Jesus  answering  said,  A  certain  man  went 
down  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among 
thieves,  which  stripped  him  of  his  raiment  and 
wounded  him,  and  departed,  leaving  him  half  dead. 
And  by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain  priest  that 
way;  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  passed  by  on  the 
other  side.  And  likewise  a  Levite,  when  he  was  at 
the  place,  came  and  looked  on  him,  and  passed  by 
on  the  other  side.  But  a  certain  Samaritan,  as  he 
journeyed,  came  where  he  was;  and  when  he  saw 
him,  he  had  compassion  on  him,  and  went  to  him, 
and  bound  up  his  wounds,  pouring  oil  and  wine,  and 
set  him  on  his  own  beast,  and  brought  him  to  an  inn, 
and  took  care  of  him.  And  on  the  morrow  when  he 
departed,  he  took  out  two  pence  and  gave  them  to 
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the  host,  and  said  unto  him,  Take  care  of  him ;  and 
whatsoever  thou  spendest  more,  when  I  come  again 
I  will  repay  thee.  Which  now  of  these  three,  think- 
est  thou,  was  neighbor  unto  him  that  fell  among  the 
thieves?  And  he  said,  He  that  showed  mercy  on 
him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  him,  Go,  and  do  thou 
likewise." 

A  Simple  Dramatization 

While  the  boys  and  girls  still  have  their  Testaj 
ments  in  their  hands,  tell  them  that  you  are  going  to 
select  boys  and  girls  to  act  out  the  story.  Also  tell 
them  that  the  ones  who  take  the  parts  of  the  leading 
characters  should  pay  no  attention  to  the  others  in 
the  room,  but  should  think  of  their  work.  Also  say 
to  the  others  that  sometimes  when  Bible  stories  are 
dramatized,  there  are  people  who  think  it  is  funny 
and  they  laugh  at  those  taking  part,  but  that  there  is 
nothing  at  all  funny  in  this  part  of  the  program, 
and  that  all  are  asked  to  refrain  from  laughing.  A 
few  words  of  caution  at  the  very  beginning  will  help 
produce  the  right  kind  of  an  atmosphere,  so  that  all 
present  will  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  occasion. 

The  leader  now  reads  those  verses  again,  and  the 
characters  are  selected  as  he  reads.  First  a  boy  is 
asked  to  represent  the  man  who  went  down  from 
Jerusalem  to  Jericho.  We  ask  him  to  take  his  place 
at  the  side  of  the  platform.  Then  we  ask  three  or 
four  boys  to  hide  behind  a  chair  or  behind  the  piano 
on  the  platform  so  as  to  lay  hold  of  the  first  boy 
when  he  walks  across  the  platform.  Next  we  select 
a  boy  to  represent  the  priest  and  another  to  repre- 
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sent  the  Levite.  A  larger  boy  is  selected  as  the 
Samaritan,  and  another  as  the  inn  keeper.  We  now 
read  the  story  slowly  while  these  boys  act  it  out. 
We  then  try  another  group  of  boys  or  girls.  We 
ask  for  friendly  discussion,  and  each  time  we  seek 
to  improve  the  dramatization.  If  we  are  to  drama- 
tize the  story  a  little  later  before  an  audience,  we 
plan  for  simple  costumes,  but  we  do  not  require  the 
boys  and  girls  to  bring  extra  materials  to  the  vaca- 
tion school  for  the  daily  dramatization.  We  care 
more  for  the  acting  of  the  story  than  for  the  dress. 

Three  Good  Books 

The  one  in  charge  of  dramatization  will  find  these 
three  books  very  good :  "  Dramatization  of  Bible 
Stories,"  by  Miller  (University  of  Chicago  Press)  ; 
"  The  Good  Samaritan,"  by  Cole  (Richard  G.  Badger, 
Boston)  ;  and  "  Dramatized  Bible  Stories  for  Young 
People,"  by  Russell  (Geo.  D.  Doran  Co.,  New  York). 
Any  one  of  these  books  will  give  simple  suggestions 
for  dramatizing  at  least  a  dozen  Bible  stories.  The 
"  Manual  of  Graded  Bible  Courses  "  and  the  "  Sup- 
plemental Manual,"  by  the  International  Association 
of  Daily  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  also  contain  special 
material.  However,  much  of  the  success  of  your 
work  will  depend  upon  the  initiative  of  the  leader. 
Some  leaders  are  better  than  others  in  selecting  suit- 
able stories  and  in  assigning  them  quickly  for  dramati- 
zation. 

Sometimes,  after  the  boys  and  girls  have  read  a 
Bible  story,  they  themselves  select  the  leading  char- 
acters and  tell  how  each  should  act.    If  there  is  a 


DRAMATICS  AND  PAGEANTRY  89 

difference  of  opinion,  ask  them  to  make  an  investiga- 
tion and  report  the  next  day.  This  is  one  way  to 
get  them  interested  in  the  facts  of  the  stories. 
Among  the  Bible  characters  most  frequently  drama- 
tized are  Joseph,  David,  Moses,  Ruth,  Queen  Esther, 
Abraham,  the  Boy  Samuel,  Naaman  and  the  Ten 
Virgins. 

Pageantry 

Pageantry  plays  an  important  part  in  our  schools 
because  we  always  give  a  pageant  as  part  of  the  final 
program.  It  can  be  of  a  patriotic  or  missionary 
character,  or  it  can  feature  religious  education.  If 
patriotic,  we  sometimes  have  a  Miss  Columbia,  an 
Uncle  Sam,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  Red  Cross  nurses. 
We  usually  have  in  the  background  a  big  chorus  of 
young  ladies  dressed  in  white,  and  in  the  foreground 
many  of  the  smaller  children.  We  frequently  have 
the  boys  carry  United  States  flags. 

When  the  boys  and  girls  know  that  a  pageant  will 
be  given  before  a  large  audience  on  the  closing  day, 
there  is  a  great  incentive  for  them  to  be  regular  and 
punctual.  Moreover,  they  will  work  harder  in  the 
regular  sessions  and  in  the  extra  rehearsals. 

Another  kind  of  pageant  is  that  with  a  missionary 
appeal.  In  this  connection  have  boys  and  girls 
dressed  in  native  costumes  representing  many 
nations  of  the  world.  We  give  the  boys  and  girls 
their  choice  as  far  as  possible,  but  we  tell  them  that 
they  must  prepare  their  own  costumes.  We  give 
them  a  day  or  two  to  decide  upon  the  country,  and 
then  we  begin  to  prepare  our  final  list.    Our  experi- 
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ence  has  been  that  the  majority  of  the  boys  prefer 
to  be  Indians  or  Negroes,  while  the  small  girls  like 
to  be  Japanese.  Of  course,  there  are  many  in  every 
vacation  school  who  will  represent  whatever  country 
you  suggest.  We  usually  begin  with  the  secular  and 
close  with  the  sacred:  i.  e.,  after  the  nations  of  the 
world  have  assembled,  we  introduce  the  missionary 
element  by  having  a  band  of  missionaries  come  upon 
the  platform  while  the  choir  sings,  "  We've  a  Story 
to  Tell  to  the  Nations  "  or  "  Lovely  Appear  ".  We 
get  better  results  by  preparing  our  own  pageants  and 
adapting  them  to  the  platform  and  to  the  number 
taking  part  than  by  attempting  to  follow  entirely  any 
regular  printed  pageant. 

An  Outdoor  Pageant 

When  we  gave  a  final  program  in  a  city  park  and 
speaking  parts  were  omitted,  we  featured  the  music 
and  the  costuming.  The  order  of  the  pageant  was 
somewhat  as  follows:  Two  boys  carrying  large 
United  States  flags  escorted  the  chorus  of  100  older 
girls  to  the  band-stand  platform,  and  as  soon  as  the 
chorus  took  its  place  near  the  piano  the  pianist 
played  the  "  Star-Spangled  Banner  ".  The  audience 
arose  and  joined  with  the  chorus  in  singing  one 
verse.  The  chorus  then  sang  a  missionary  selection, 
"  Go  Ye  Among  All  Nations  ",  while  another  chorus 
of  girls  came  to  the  platform.  They  sang  "  We've 
a  Story  to  Tell  to  the  Nations  "  and  "  Faith  of  Our 
Fathers  Living  Still".  Then  came  the  heathen  na- 
tions of  the  world  while  the  choirs  on  the  platform 
were  singing  "  From  Greenland's  Icy  Mountains ". 
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The  representatives  of  the  heathen  nations  knelt 
while  the  choirs  sang  softly  "  I  Can  Hear  My  Savior 
Calling  ". 

The  rest  of  the  pageant  was  of  a  patriotic  char- 
acter. While  the  school  sang  "O  Beautiful,  For 
Spacious  Skies  ",  one  of  the  boy  choirs  came  to  the 
platform,  each  boy  carrying  a  flag.  Next  came 
Miss  Columbia,  followed  by  the  Primary  children, 
while  the  choirs  sang  "  O  Columbia,  the  Gem  of  the 
Ocean  ",  followed  by  "  My  Country,  Tis  of  Thee  ". 
Another  boy  choir  came  to  the  platform  with  white 
crosses  while  the  choir  sang  "  Lead  On,  O  King 
Eternal ".  The  250  boys  and  girls  then  sang  the 
anthem,  "  Lift  Up  Your  Heads  ". 

Another  Pageant 

The  Century  Company,  New  York,  has  published 
a  pageant  by  H.  Augustine  Smith,  called  "  The  Light 
of  the  World  ".  This  pageant  was  first  given  at  the 
World  Sunday  School  Convention  in  Tokyo,  Japan, 
October  8,  1920.  It  has  five  scenes:  1.  Prophecy  of 
the  Coming  of  the  Lord.  2.  The  Manger  at  Bethle- 
hem. 3.  The  Vision  of  Isaiah.  4.  The  Light  from 
Bethlehem  Spread  Into  All  the  World.  5.  Conse- 
cration and  Coronation. 

While  this  pageant  is  especially  good  for  a  Sun- 
day School  convention,  it  can  be  given  in  modified 
form  by  a  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School.  The  music 
is  good,  the  movement  is  rapid,  and  all  the  parts  are 
impressive. 


XV 
KINDERGARTEN  AND  PRIMARY 

IN  a  former  chapter  we  said  that  some  vacation 
schools  used  two,  three  and  four  different 
churches.  In  case  four  churches  are  used,  it 
might  be  well  to  have  these  four  departments: 
Kindergarten,  Primary,  Junior,  and  Intermediate. 
If  only  two  churches  are  used,  it  is  suggested  that 
the  Kindergarten-Primary  go  to  the  one  church  and 
the  Junior-Intermediate  go  to  another. 

The  younger  children  respond  quickly  to  an  invita- 
tion to  come  to  a  vacation  school,  especially  when 
they  can  come  with  older  brothers  and  sisters.  The 
parents  are  usually  glad  to  know  that  these  little 
ones,  who  have  nothing  to  do  but  play,  are  in  a  safe 
place.  Careful  provision  should  be  made  for  their 
instruction  and  care. 

In  one  of  our  vacation  schools  which  continued 
for  four  weeks,  we  conducted  it  the  first  week  for 
boys  and  girls  from  8  to  12,  but  on  the  Friday  of 
the  first  week  we  announced  that  children  4  to  7 
years  of  age  could  be  brought  the  next  Monday 
morning,  when  we  started  our  Primary  department. 
We  then  conducted  the  Primary  work  for  the  next 
three  weeks. 

The  Rooms 

The  best  rooms  available  should  be  used.  Fine 
furnishings  are  not  essential,  but  there  should  be 
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space  for  a  variety  of  activities  and  for  plenty  of 
fresh  air.  Basement  rooms  so  often  found  in 
churches  are  not  desirable  because  of  the  difficulty 
in  securing  proper  light  and  ventilation.  A  near-by 
playground  is  a  valuable  asset.  Many  churches  are 
fortunate  in  having  shady  yards  which  can  be  used 
for  the  play  period,  and  even  for  some  of  the  class 
work. 

The  Equipment 

Much  of  the  equipment  which  is  provided  for  the 
Beginners'  and  Primary  departments  of  the  Sunday 
Schools  is  valuable  for  a  vacation  school,  such  as 
the  small  chairs,  the  tables,  the  blackboard,  and  the 
piano.  It  may  be  necessary  to  secure  materials  for 
handwork  such  as  scissors,  crayons,  paste,  paper, 
pictures,  clay,  etc.  Samples  of  wall  paper  which  the 
dealers  are  usually  glad  to  give  away  are  very  use- 
ful. Old  magazines  furnish  fine  pictures  which  may 
be  cut  out  and  used  to  illustrate  stories  or  to  make 
scrap  books  or  posters.  Music  books  for  the  pianist, 
and  several  books  on  programs  and  methods  for  the 
leaders  should  be  included  in  the  equipment.  (See 
Bibliography  in  last  chapter.) 

The  Helpers 

The  leader  or  teacher  and  the  pianist  are  the  two 
important  factors  in  having  a  successful  Kinder- 
garten or  Primary  department.  Other  helpers  may 
be  recruited  from  the  teaching  staff  in  the  Sunday 
Schools,  from  the  ranks  of  the  mothers  or  from  the 
older   girls  in   the  vacation    school.     The  number 
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needed  will  depend  upon  the  size  of  the  department. 
The  teacher  who  has  had  experience  with  children 
in  the  Kindergarten  or  Primary  grades  will  have  lit- 
tle difficulty  in  planning  the  work  for  the  vacation 
school. 

The  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  pianist  which 
have  been  given  in  the  chapter  on  Music  apply  also 
to  the  one  who  plays  for  the  younger  children.  The 
quality  of  the  singing  and  the  spirit  of  the  marches 
and  of  many  of  the  games  depend  upon  her.  The 
ability  to  play  the  needed  music  from  memory  is  a 
great  convenience,  will  save  much  valuable  time,  and 
will  eliminate  restlessness.  In  many  instances  the 
pianist  is  also  an  assistant  in  helping  with  the  hand- 
work, the  dramatics,  and  games. 

The  Program 

The  wise  teacher  will  make  up  a  program  before 
the  school  begins.  She  will  know  what  themes  are 
to  be  presented  and  what  material  will  be  needed. 
Valuable  suggestions  for  programs  and  courses  of 
study  are  found  in  the  following  books :  "  Listening 
To  Our  Heavenly  Father",  Towne;  "Talking  To 
Our  Heavenly  Father  ",  Towne ;  "  Beginners'  Book 
in  Religion  ",  Baker ;  "  First  Primary  Book  in  Re- 
ligion ",  Colson,  and  "  The  Mayflower  Program 
Book ",  Perkins-Danielson.  These  books  also  fur- 
nish much  material  for  stories,  games  and  handwork. 

It  is  helpful  to  have  a  plan  for  each  day's  work. 
We  must  be  sure  that  there  is  a  variety  of  activities, 
so  they  will  not  become  weary  of  any  one  thing. 
They  should  be  kept  busy  but  should  not  be  crowded. 
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Among  the  periods  may  be — singing,  story  telling, 
marches  or  drills,  games,  handwork,  dramatization 
of  stories  and  play.  Usually  two  or  three  brief  in- 
termissions are  necessary,  depending  upon  the  length 
of  the  morning  session.  When  toilet  facilities  are 
limited  in  the  church,  it  may  be  best  to  let  the  boys 
and  girls  have  their  intermissions  at  different  times. 
Drinking  water  is  in  great  demand  on  hot  summer 
days,  and  a  good  supply  of  pure  water  should  be 
provided.  A  little  experience  will  show  the  teacher 
what  arrangement  of  the  program  is  best  suited  to 
the  conditions  of  her  school.  If  possible,  get  for 
your  leader  someone  who  has  had  experience  super- 
intending a  Primary  department,  or  who  has  had 
charge  of  children  in  the  public  school. 

The  Music 

The  little  children  do  not  need  a  large  variety  of 
songs,  but  they  like  to  repeat  their  favorites  fre- 
quently. Good  songs  are  found  in  "  Carols ",  by 
Leyda ;  "  Melodies ",  by  Leyda,  and  "  Songs  for 
Little  People",  by  Danielson.  In  teaching  new 
songs,  be  sure  that  the  children  understand  the 
words.  Pictures  often  help  to  explain  the  song. 
The  children  like  to  make  posters  to  illustrate  the 
verse  they  are  learning.  They  should  be  encouraged 
to  sing  with  sweet,  clear  tones,  and  should  not  be 
urged  to  sing  more  loudly. 

Stories 

The  story  hour  is  an  important  part  of  the  daily 
program.    If  the  space  permits,  let  the  chairs  be  ar- 
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ranged  in  a  circle.  Before  the  story  for  the  day  is 
told  there  may  be  given  a  health  or  habit  talk,  or  a 
little  conversation  which  will  prepare  the  children 
for  the  new  story.  Then  come  rest  exercises  or 
finger  plays.  Be  sure  the  children  are  comfortably 
seated  before  attempting  to  tell  a  story.  There  is 
much  story  material  which  is  interesting  to  children 
of  this  age,  but  since  this  is  a  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School,  the  Bible  story  should  hold  first  place.  Won- 
derful truths  are  presented  in  these  stories  from  the 
Great  Book.  They  are  of  untold  value  in  helping 
the  children  to  higher  ideals.  Not  only  are  the 
stories  to  be  told  once,  but  the  children  love  to  re- 
tell them.  They  delight  in  finding  the  pictures  which 
suggest  the  stories,  and  a  favorite  occupation  is  the 
searching  of  old  magazines  to  find  pictures  that  can 
be  used  when  an  illustrated  story  book  or  poster  is 
to  be  made. 

Often  the  story  can  be  dramatized.  One  that  our 
children  liked  best  was  "  The  Lost  Sheep  ".  This  is 
especially  good  because  a  large  number  of  children 
can  take  part.  It  is  unwise  to  attempt  even  a  simple 
form  of  dramatization  until  the  children  are  very 
familiar  with  the  events  of  the  story. 

If  a  story  is  well  told,  it  teaches  its  own  lesson. 
Explanations  of  the  stories  are  unnecessary,  but 
often  a  song  or  a  memory  verse  well  help  to  rein- 
force the  truth. 

Games 

A  well-balanced  program  for  little  children  pro- 
vides for  exercise  of  body  as  well  as  mind.    Directed 


KINDERGARTEN  AND  PRIMARY        97 

play  also  gives  opportunity  for  training  in  the  ethics 
of  fair  play,  in  unselfishness,  and  in  self-control. 
Rest  exercises  may  often  be  in  the  nature  of  games. 
At  least  once  during  the  morning  session  there 
should  be  an  intermission  of  15  or  20  minutes  for 
outdoor  games.  Soft  balls  and  bean  bags  can  be 
used  in  a  variety  of  games.  Singing  games  such  as 
"  Farmer  in  the  Dell "  are  popular,  and  "  Drop  the 
Handkerchief  "  is  still  in  demand.  If  the  weather 
chances  to  be  very  hot,  the  children  do  not  care 
for  vigorous  action,  but  prefer  the  more  quiet 
games. 

It  is  an  advantage  to  have  several  helpers  for  the 
play  period,  as  many  games  are  best  adapted  to  small 
groups.  Sometimes  the  older  girls  in  the  vacation 
school  give  special  assistance  during  this  period. 
This  has  a  double  advantage.  It  permits  them  to 
help  the  smaller  children,  but  it  also  gives  them 
valuable  training. 

Marches,  easy  drills  and  rhythmic  exercises  help  to 
vary  the  program,  and  they  give  direction  to  the 
natural  activities  of  the  children.  The  exercises  also 
help  to  train  in  self-control. 

Handivork 

The  purpose  of  handwork  is  more  than  mere 
"  busy  work ".  It  gives  the  child  the  pleasure  of 
creating  something.  It  helps  to  train  the  little  hands 
in  accuracy.  It  teaches  the  children  the  use  of  mate- 
rials. It  puts  some  lessons  in  a  form  to  be  taken 
home.  It  affords  the  means  of  making  gifts  for 
hospitals.     Paper  chains,  paper  folding,  clay  model- 
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ling,  scrap  books,  colored  pictures,  picture  frames 
and  posters  are  popular  with  the  younger  children. 
We  must  be  careful  that  the  children  are  not  asked 
to  attempt  close  work  that  will  strain  the  eyes  or 
nerves. 

Handwork  is  the  means  to  an  end,  and  not  the 
chief  purpose  of  the  vacation  school.  There  is  apt 
to  be  more  confusion  during  the  handwork  period 
than  at  any  other  time,  but  this  need  not  lead  to  dis- 
order. The  signals  for  putting  away  the  work 
should  be  obeyed  promptly.  A  wholesome  rivalry 
can  be  encouraged  between  the  different  tables  to  see 
which  can  make  the  best  record  for  neatness  and 
order. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  work  of  the  school, 
there  are  special  features  which  may  sometimes  be 
introduced  to  the  great  delight  of  the  children ;  such 
as  a  story  by  a  visitor,  or  a  solo,  or  a  chalk  talk,  or 
an  object  lesson. 

The  Kindergarten  and  Primary  departments  have 
a  close  relation  to  the  main  vacation  school.  The 
younger  children  share  in  the  afternoon  outings,  in 
the  picnics,  and  in  the  final  pageant.  Sometimes 
they  give  their  part  in  the  final  program  quite  sepa- 
rate from  the  main  school,  but  if  a  pageant  is  given 
it  is  well  to  have  the  entire  group  of  younger  chil- 
dren appear  on  the  platform  during  the  closing  part 
of  the  pageant,  when  they  can  sing  a  song  or  merely 
appear  carrying  United  States  flags. 

The  mornings  of  happy  play  and  work  leave  pleas- 
ant memories  with  the  children.  We  met  a  little 
girl  on  the  street  several  weeks  after  the  school  had 


KINDERGARTEN  AND  PRIMARY        99 

closed.  She  announced  that  she  was  coming  to  the 
vacation  school  next  year,  and  she  added,  "  Some 
day  I  am  going  to  be  tall  enough  to  lead  the  march 
in  the  big  school." 


XVI 
GAMES  AND  OUTINGS 

THERE  can  be  much  fun  and  recreation  in 
the  vacation  school  without  decreasing  the 
amount  of  work  done  in  the  schoolroom. 
In  fact,  the  amount  of  work  done  in  the  classroom 
depends  to  a  great  extent  upon  games,  supervised 
play,  and  recreational  features.  When  possible,  get 
the  assistance  of  an  athletic  director  or  a  play- 
ground supervisor  and  let  him  outline  his  own  pro- 
gram. Sometimes  some  of  the  older  boys  and  girls 
can  help  direct  the  games.  There  will  be  short 
periods  each  day  when  short  games  can  be  played, 
but  the  best  opportunity  will  be  given  in  the  after- 
noon when  the  weekly  outing  is  held. 

The  Afternoon  Outing 

When  we  have  a  four  weeks'  school  we  like  to 
give  one  afternoon  a  week  to  a  picnic  or  outing.  We 
decide  in  advance  which  afternoon  will  be  used  each 
week,  usually  a  Thursday  or  a  Friday.  The  school 
votes  upon  the  places  where  the  picnics  are  to  be 
held,  and  we  announce  the  schedule  in  the  newspa- 
pers so  both  parents  and  pupils  can  plan  accordingly. 
Sometimes  the  boys  and  girls  bring  their  lunches 
with  them  in  the  morning  so  at  noon  they  can  go  in 
a  body  to  the  picnic  grounds. 

The  afternoon  is  spent  in  games  and  stunts,  such 
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as  a  peanut  hunt,  three-legged  races,  wheelbarrow 
races,  races  by  different  groups,  group  games,  and 
ball  games.  We  usually  have  someone  to  direct 
them  in  their  games,  but  when  a  vacation  school  en- 
rolls a  large  number  of  the  older  boys  and  girls  it  is 
surprising  to  see  how  much  leadership  these  young 
people  have,  and  one  of  the  objects  of  an  afternoon 
picnic  is  to  develop  leadership.  Too  often  we  do  too 
much  for  boys  and  girls,  and  not  enough  with  them. 
It  does  not  take  long  to  discover  the  natural  leaders. 
Nor  does  it  take  long  to  find  out  who  sulks  or  who 
wants  to  have  his  own  way.  A  leader  can  detect 
more  selfishness  when  upon  the  playground  for  30 
minutes  than  he  can  in  a  vacation  school  room  dur- 
ing an  entire  week. 

There  are  times  when  the  afternoon  outing  begins 
at  2  o'clock.  This  permits  the  boys  and  girls  to  go 
home  for  lunch  and  to  bring  with  them  their  bath- 
ing suits,  if  the  visit  is  to  be  made  to  a  swimming 
pool.  There  is  frequently  much  confusion  when 
several  hundred  bathing  suits  are  brought  to  a  vaca- 
tion school  in  the  morning,  and,  what  is  worse,  the 
suits  are  sometimes  lost  or  exchanged. 

A  Clean-up  Game 

The  vacation  school  at  Yakima  wanted  to  have  a 
picnic.  It  was  voted  to  hold  it  upon  the  State  Fair 
Grounds,  if  permission  would  be  granted.  When  we 
saw  the  Secretary  of  the  fair  grounds  he  was  reluc- 
tant to  grant  the  request  because  former  picnic  par- 
ties had  left  the  grounds  in  bad  condition.  He  did 
not  like  to  think  about  what  would  happen  to  the 
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flower  beds  if  400  boys  and  girls,  with  only  a  few 
adults,  would  spend  an  afternoon  upon  the  grounds. 
If  he  were  real  sure  the  boys  and  girls  would  behave 
themselves  he  would  grant  the  request. 

The  next  morning  we  told  the  boys  and  girls  what 
the  Secretary  had  said,  and  then  asked  them  if  we 
could  promise  the  Secretary  that  since  this  group  of 
boys  and  girls  was  different  he  could  trust  them  com- 
pletely. Of  course  the  boys  and  girls  promised  to 
be  the  best  bunch  that  ever  went  upon  a  picnic — 
and  they  kept  their  word. 

When  they  had  eaten  their  lunch,  and  before  the 
papers  and  litter  from  the  lunch  baskets  had  been 
gathered  up,  we  blew  the  whistle  calling  all  of  the 
boys  and  girls  together.  We  asked  them  to  sit  down 
upon  the  grass.  Then  we  told  them  that  we  had  an 
unusual  game  in  which  everyone  could  take  part. 
We  said,  "  In  a  moment  we  are  to  blow  the  whistle 
again,  and  when  we  do  each  one  should  make  a  bee- 
line  for  the  scraps  of  paper  scattered  over  the 
grounds.  In  just  two  minutes,  when  we  blow  the 
whistle  again,  bring  your  papers  to  this  spot,  and  the 
one  who  gathers  the  most  will  be  given  an  award  in 
the  school  tomorrow."  Within  two  minutes  that  por- 
tion of  the  fair  grounds  where  they  had  eaten  their 
lunch  was  swept  clean  of  every  scrap  of  paper.  Be- 
fore we  left  the  grounds  the  Secretary  said,  "  These 
are  the  finest  boys  and  girls  we  have  ever  had  upon 
these  grounds."  The  next  day  we  told  them  what 
he  had  said,  and  they  felt  proud  of  the  fact  that  they 
had  made  good. 
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The  Big  Picnic 

It  has  been  our  custom  in  our  Spokane  school, 
where  we  have  a  four  weeks'  session,  to  have  an  all- 
day  picnic  at  a  near-by  lake  on  the  Saturday  of  the 
third  week.  We  do  not  have  it  on  the  Saturday  of 
the  fourth  week  because  the  final  program  is  given 
on  the  Sunday  afternoon  following  that  week.  We 
have  learned  from  experience  that  it  is  not  best  to 
have  a  big  picnic  the  day  before  the  final  program 
because  many  times  the  boys  and  girls  are  tired  out. 

We  get  a  special  rate  on  the  trains  for  both  chil- 
dren and  adults.  We  ask  the  boys  and  girls  to 
bring  their  parents,  friends  and  other  members  of 
their  Sunday  School  classes.  While  the  vacation 
school  enrolls  about  500,  the  attendance  at  the  picnic 
frequently  reaches  600  or  more.  It  is  not  at  all 
necessary  to  invite  others,  because  our  own  vacation 
school  members  will  give  us  a  big  crowd,  but  we  find 
that  this  is  our  best  chance  to  meet  many  parents. 
We  are  also  glad  to  have  a  large  number  of  adults 
present  to  help  look  after  the  children.  Sometimes 
we  make  the  picnic  a  kind  of  city  Sunday  School 
picnic,  so  that  the  smaller  schools  which  could  not 
get  special  rates  can  take  advantage  of  ours. 

In  advertising  the  picnic  we  give  every  member 
of  the  school  a  circular  giving  full  particulars  about 
trains,  rates  and  plans  for  the  day.  The  smaller 
children  cannot  remember  the  announcements  made 
from  the  platform,  but  they  can  take  home  a  circular. 
The  newspaper  also  gives  publicity. 

When  we  first  make  the  announcement  of  the 
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picnic  in  the  vacation  school  we  have  a  little  friendly 
rivalry  among  the  older  boys  and  girls  to  see  who 
can  reproduce  the  entire  announcement  upon  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  Instead  of  saying,  "  Please  listen  to 
this  announcement ",  we  say,  "  We  are  now  going 
to  announce  the  picnic,  and  as  soon  as  we  finish  with 
the  announcement  we  are  going  to  call  upon  some 
volunteer  to  come  to  the  platform  to  repeat  the  en- 
tire announcement."  Then  rapidly  we  say,  "  Our 
vacation  school  picnic  is  at  Liberty  Lake,  on  Satur- 
day, July  30th.  The  trains  leave  at  8 :  10  a.  m.  and 
10: 15  a.  m.  Most  of  the  picnickers  will  go  at  8 :  10. 
The  price  for  the  round  trip  is,  boys  and  girls,  25 
cents;  adults,  54  cents.  Since  the  ordinary  round 
trip  rate  is  $1.08,  you  can  see  we  are  getting  a  very 
special  price.  You  can  invite  your  friends  and 
parents  to  come  with  you.  When  the  morning  train 
arrives  at  the  lake,  we  shall  meet  a  few  minutes  be- 
side the  station  for  special  instructions  before  we  go 
bathing  or  boating.  Now,  who  wants  to  repeat  this 
announcement?"  Immediately  a  number  of  hands 
are  raised.  They  vie  with  each  other  to  come  to  the 
platform  to  repeat  the  announcement  almost  word 
for  word.  This  kind  of  work  teaches  them  concen- 
tration, but  it  also  doubly  and  trebly  announces  the 
picnic.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  in  the  average 
Sunday  School  if  the  superintendent,  instead  of  re- 
peating his  announcements,  would  try  the  same  plan. 
He  would  have  no  difficulty  in  securing  attention 
and  in  driving  home  his  announcements. 


XVII 
DISCIPLINE  AND  ORDER 

A  DISORDERLY  vacation  school  does  more 
harm  than  good.  Parents  take  it  for 
granted  when  a  vacation  school  is  an- 
nounced that  those  in  charge  are  capable  of  main- 
taining good  order.  It  is  better  to  have  a  smaller 
school  and  have  good  discipline  than  to  try  to  round 
up  a  mob  and  have  disorder.  As  a  rule,  the  boys 
and  girls  who  attend  a  vacation  school  do  not  come 
with  the  intention  of  creating  disorder,  but  they 
soon  take  advantage  if  there  is  a  looseness  on  the 
part  of  the  leaders.  It  is  possible  to  have  a  lot  of 
fun  in  the  vacation  school  each  day  and  yet  be  firm. 
We  say  to  them  on  the  opening  day  that  we  take  it 
for  granted  that  they  are  there  for  business,  and 
that  we  are  putting  confidence  in  them.  The  moment 
there  is  the  slightest  indication  that  someone  wants 
to  take  advantage,  we  keep  our  eyes  upon  him,  and 
if  necessary  by  a  gentle  reproof  give  him  to  under- 
stand that  no  foolishness  will  be  permitted. 

The  Little  Vacant  Chair 

We  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  send  a  boy 
or  girl  home.  We  are  not  saying  that  we  would  not 
do  it.  In  fact,  we  think  we  would  do  it  in  a  moment 
if  that  were  the  last  resort,  because  one  person  must 
not  be  permitted  to  upset  an  entire  room,  or  by  his 
cuteness  to  distract  attention. 
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The  moment  we  detect  the  least  disorder  or  lack 
of  control  we  say  in  a  rather  playful  manner,  M  This 
little  chair  which  we  have  put  upon  the  platform,  and 
which  faces  the  wall,  may  soon  be  occupied.  Some 
boy  or  girl  will  be  sitting  here,  looking  at  the  wall. 
I  wonder  who  the  first  victim  is  going  to  be."  Even 
the  boy  who  likes  to  show  off  on  the  playground  does 
not  like  the  idea  of  sitting  in  that  chair  for  30  min- 
utes with  his  back  to  the  audience,  while  boys  and 
girls  are  laughing  at  him. 

Self-Control 

In  teaching  self-control  we  sometimes  say,  "  Just 
before  we  have  this  story,  I  am  going  to  see  if  I  can 
hear  this  watch  tick".  The  room  usually  becomes 
perfectly  quiet. 

If,  instead  of  quieting  them,  we  wish  to  stir  them 
up,  in  place  of  regular  calisthenics  we  have  a  differ- 
ent type  of  exercise.  We  have  frequently  noticed 
that  if  a  visitor  speaks  or  tells  a  story,  the  applause 
is  prolonged  by  a  few.  They  continue  it,  not  be- 
cause they  want  another  story,  but  because  they  like 
the  exercise. 

One  day  we  said,  "  Sometimes  boys  and  girls  con- 
tinue to  applaud  until  they  appear  disorderly.  We 
are  now  going  to  see  how  many  of  you  have  excel- 
lent self-control.  I  wonder  how  many  of  you  can 
begin  to  applaud  the  moment  I  say  '  Ready  \  Then 
when  I  raise  my  hand  I  want  to  see  if  all  applause 
can  stop  instantly."  We  tried  this  a  few  times  and 
it  was  great  fun.  Sometimes  we  let  them  applaud 
for  a  full  minute.    That  was  rather  strenuous  exer- 
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cise.  They  needed  no  more  calisthenics  for  that 
period.  Sometimes  instead  of  saying,  "  Sit  up 
straight  and  be  quiet ",  we  find  it  far  better  to  say, 
"All  stand.  Hold  your  hands  above  your  head. 
Now,  open  and  close  your  hands  25  times  as  we 
count  up  to  25."  Sometimes  we  count  up  to  50,  and 
on  special  occasions  count  up  to  100.  The  boys  and 
girls  are  quite  ready  to  sit  down  and  listen  after  such 
a  stunt.  "  Variety  is  the  spice  of  life  ",  even  in  a 
vacation  school. 

Character  Building  Stories 

Good  order  can  be  taught  by  character-building 
stories  which  help  develop  will-power  and  back-bone. 
We  like  to  have  the  boys  and  girls  despise  the  cow- 
ard and  sneak,  but  we  want  them  to  admire  the  fel- 
low who  is  on  the  square.  Here  is  a  story  we  told 
one  day  which  had  a  wholesome  effect.  It  is  taken 
from  Kerr's  "  Children's  Story  Sermons  " : 

One  time  when  four  boys  in  Seattle  were  playing 
the  game  "  follow  the  leader ",  they  came  down  a 
hill,  pell-mell,  bumped  into  a  mail-box,  knocked  it 
over,  and  when  it  struck  the  sidewalk  the  mail-box 
broke  open  and  the  mail  fell  out.  (Now  ask  the 
boys  and  girls  what  they  think  the  four  boys  did. 
Draw  them  out.)  Two  of  the  boys  ran  away  like 
cowards.  They  sneaked  home  and  perhaps  they 
crawled  under  the  bed  to  hide.  The  other  two 
looked  at  the  broken  mail-box  and  the  letters  scat- 
tered on  the  sidewalk.  One  boy  said,  "  What  are  we 
going  to  do  about  it  ?  "  The  other  replied,  "  I  don't 
know,  but  I  have  never  been  a  coward,  and  I  am 


108  COMMUNITY  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

not  going  to  sneak  away  now."  The  first  one  then 
said,  "  Let's  be  on  the  square.  Let's  gather  up  the 
mail  and  take  it  down  to  the  post-office  and  tell  the 
Postmaster  how  it  happened."  The  two  boys  went 
down  to  the  big  building  and  found  the  Postmaster. 
They  told  him  their  story.  (Again  draw  them  out 
by  asking  them  what  they  think  the  Postmaster  said. 
Did  he  send  them  to  the  juvenile  court?)  The  Post- 
master said  he  was  glad  that  these  two  boys  had 
back-bone,  and  did  not  sneak  away  like  the  other  two 
cowards  had  done.  He  was  glad  these  two  boys  had 
been  on  the  square,  and  he  hoped  that  they  would 
continue  to  be  on  the  square  so  they  could  always 
look  the  world  in  the  face  and  not  feel  like  sneaks. 


XVIII 
AFTERNOON  SESSIONS 

WE  were  told  that  we  could  not  have  success- 
ful afternoon  sessions  in  July  and  August 
because  it  would  be  too  hot.  We  there- 
fore decided  to  make  a  trial.  One  of  our  schools 
was  to  give  a  rather  difficult  pageant  as  a  final  pro- 
gram. It  required  much  music.  The  time  was 
short.  We  needed  a  special  chorus  and  several  solo- 
ists. We  intended  to  select  these  singers  at  the  11 
o'clock  hour  one  morning,  but  we  decided  that  such 
a  plan  would  not  interest  all  the  boys  and  girls  who 
attended.  One  morning  we  said,  "  We  need  a  spe- 
cial chorus  and  several  soloists  for  the  pageant.  We 
haven't  time  to  select  these  singers  this  morning,  and 

1  doubt  if  we'll  have  time  in  any  morning  session 
because  our  program  is  now  more  than  full.  Some 
of  you  may  care  enough  to  get  into  this  special 
chorus  to  come  to  a  special  rehearsal  at  2  o'clock  to- 
morrow afternoon.    We'll  give  the  entire  hour  from 

2  to  3  to  music.  All  who  wish  to  try  for  a  place  in 
the  special  chorus,  and  all  who  would  like  to  try  for 
a  place  as  a  soloist  are  invited  ". 

After  a  strenuous  morning  session  on  a  hot  day 
we  did  not  think  that  many  boys  and  girls  would 
want  to  come  to  an  afternoon  session.  We  thought 
that  if  25  or  30  would  come  it  would  be  a  large  num- 
ber.   Imagine  our  surprise  when  more  than  100  ap- 
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peared  at  2  o'clock,  and  next  day  the  afternoon 
attendance  was  more  than  150.  These  were  not  Pri- 
mary children,  but  most  of  them  were  boys  and  girls 
9  to  15  years  of  age.  Some  came  from  the  country 
several  miles  away.  The  reason  that  the  attendance 
on  the  second  afternoon  jumped  to  150  was  because 
some  boys  and  girls  brought  their  lunches  with  them. 

Supervised  Play 

Following  the  one-hour  rehearsal  we  went  over 
into  a  near-by  park  and  for  nearly  an  hour  had  super- 
vised play.  We  had  spent  an  hour  with  them  in  a 
musical  way,  becoming  quite  well  acquainted  with 
the  leaders.  We  now  spent  an  hour  with  them  in 
an  athletic  way  and  became  even  better  acquainted 
with  them.  We  also  discovered  that  some  boys  and 
girls  who  were  unable  to  attend  the  morning  session 
because  of  work  at  home,  came  to  the  afternoon 
session.  Of  course,  it  makes  it  rather  difficult  for 
vacation  school  leaders  to  spend  four  hours  with  a 
large  group  in  the  morning  and  then  spend  two  more 
hours  in  the  afternoon,  but  it  is  not  so  difficult  when 
we  think  that  a  vacation  school  "makes  all  work 
seem  like  play  ".  It  reminds  us  of  the  remark  of  a 
Quaker  boy  in  Seattle,  who,  in  writing  a  paper  upon 
"  Why  I  Like  This  Vacation  School ",  said,  "  It  is 
more  fun  than  a  barrel  of  monkeys." 

An  Afternoon  Vacation  School 

While  conducting  a  large  downtown  vacation 
school  in  a  large  city,  there  came  an  emergency  call 
for  a  vacation  school  in  an  outlying  residence  part 
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of  that  city.  We  were  then  tied  up  for  the  entire 
summer  with  morning  vacation  schools,  and  we  said 
the  only  possible  chance  of  conducting  a  school  in 
that  part  of  the  city  would  be  to  have  it  from  2  to  4 
in  the  afternoon.  It  was  August,  and  it  was  ex- 
tremely hot.  Some  said  it  could  not  be  done.  Leaf- 
lets were  prepared  and  distributed  among  the  homes 
by  boys.  We  announced  that  two  churches  would  be 
used ;  the  Beginners  and  Primary  children  occupying 
one  church,  and  the  Junior  and  Intermediate  the 
other.  We  thought  that  a  total  enrollment  of  100 
would  be  large,  but  we  were  much  surprised  to  find 
that  the  attendance  was  not  far  from  200.  We  put 
on  the  same  kind  of  a  program  that  was  given  in  the 
morning  schools;  the  two  hours  being  divided  for 
the  Junior-Intermediate  as  follows: 

2:00    Opening  March  and  Opening  Worship. 

2:10  Memory  Work,  also  Health  and  Habit 
Talks. 

2 :  30    Story  Telling. 

3 :  00    Intermission. 

3 :  10    Music  and  Pageantry. 

3 :  30    Verse  Finding. 

4 :  00    Closing. 

On  some  days  from  4  to  4 :  30  we  had  games  in 
the  churchyard.  Sometimes  at  that  hour  the  boys 
and  girls,  with  leaders,  went  to  a  city  swimming 
pool.  Sometimes  a  group  of  the  boys  and  girls  would 
remain  at  the  church  for  special  rehearsals  for  the 
final  program. 
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Morning  Hours  Best 

The  morning  hour  is  much  better  than  the  after- 
noon because  it  is  cooler,  and  the  boys  and  girls  are 
fresher.  If  it  is  a  choice  between  morning  and  af- 
ternoon, by  all  means  take  the  morning.  There  are 
times,  however,  when  conditions  make  it  imperative 
that  the  sessions  be  held  in  the  afternoon.  It  is 
much  better  to  have  an  afternoon  session  than  to 
have  no  session  at  all. 

One  town  has  had  a  very  successful  Community 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  for  two  summers,  and 
the  school  has  met  in  the  afternoon  only.  It  was 
found  that  some  helpers  could  be  secured  in  the 
afternoon  who  were  not  available  in  the  morning. 
It  was  also  found  that  many  of  the  boys  and  girls 
had  morning  work,  and  could  come  more  easily  in 
the  afternoon.  This  is  especially  true  where  the 
girls  have  a  large  amount  of  work  to  do  in  the  home. 
Parents  usually  find  work  for  the  boys  and  girls  in 
the  morning,  but  there  is  a  great  question  in  some 
communities  as  to  what  to  do  with  them  in  the  after- 
noon. In  this  particular  town  they  seemed  to  like 
the  idea  of  having  an  afternoon  school. 


XIX 
THE  FINAL  PROGRAM 

MANY  vacation  schools  have  their  final  pro- 
gram at  11  a.  m.  on  the  closing  day.  At 
this  time  they  exhibit  their  handwork, 
sing  memory  hymns,  give  Bible  verses,  and  receive 
the  awards,  but  many  busy  parents  cannot  attend  at 
this  hour.  We  have  tried  different  hours,  and  we 
find  that  Sunday  afternoon  is  the  best.  Friday  even- 
ing is  also  good. 

The  advantage  of  a  Sunday  afternoon  program  is 
twofold.  You  can  reach  the  parents  in  larger  num- 
bers. You  can  also  help  advertise  your  program 
when  the  Sunday  Schools  meet  in  the  morning.  We 
tell  our  boys  and  girls  to  take  it  upon  themselves  to 
ask  the  pastor  and  superintendent  to  make  a  good 
announcement.  In  some  cases  the  boys  and  girls 
make  their  own  announcement. 

Pageants 

We  have  found  it  best  to  give  a  pageant  of  some 
kind  as  a  final  program.  This  requires  much  more 
work  than  the  ordinary  kind  of  program,  but  work 
is  what  most  boys  and  girls  want.  Early  in  the  vaca- 
tion school  session  we  decide  upon  the  character  of 
the  pageant  and  the  leading  musical  numbers.  We 
subdivide  the  vacation  school  into  choirs.  We 
usually  ask  the  older  girls  to  take  the  heavy  parts. 
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We  aim  to  make  our  final  program  one  hour  long. 
The  first  half  will  consist  of  the  pageant,  the  second 
half  hour  being  occupied  with  memory  work,  awards, 
offering,  and  special  demonstrations. 

Last  summer  we  gave  three  different  kinds  of 
pageants  in  three  different  schools.  One  was  the 
"  Pageant  of  the  Cross  ",  another  was  "  A  Pageant 
of  Peace",  while  the  other  was  "A  Patriotic 
Pageant ". 

The  Music 

Among  the  musical  selections  used  in  the  Pageant 
of  the  Cross  were  Parker's  "  Jerusalem  " ;  Harker's 
"  How  Beautiful  Upon  the  Mountains  " ;  Gounod's 
"  Lovely  Appear  ",  and  Knowlton's  "  Lift  Up  Your 
Heads  ".  We  also  used  "  When  I  Survey  the  Won- 
drous Cross  ",  "  Beneath  the  Cross  of  Jesus ",  "  I 
Know  That  My  Redeemer  Liveth  ",  and  other  well- 
known  hymns.  The  vacation  school  for  this  pageant 
was  divided  into  five  choirs,  (two  choirs  of  boys 
and  three  choirs  of  girls)  each  choir  having  a  spe- 
cial processional.  Both  organ  and  piano  accom- 
panied them.  Among  the  musical  selections  learned 
in  the  "  Pageant  of  Peace  "  were  "  Russian  Hymn  ", 
"  Angel  of  Peace ",  "  Like  a  River  Glorious,  is 
God's  Perfect  Peace ",  "  Peace,  Perfect  Peace * 
"  For  Peace  and  For  Plenty  ",  "  Lead  On,  O  King 
Eternal",  and  "Praise  Ye  the  Father".  In  this 
pageant  the  vacation  school  was  divided  into  seven 
choirs,  each  having  its  own  processional.  Both 
organ  and  piano  were  used.  The  largest  church 
auditorium  in  the  city  was  crowded  to  the  doors  on 
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one  of  the  hottest  Sunday  afternoons  of  August, 
and  people  were  turned  away. 

Pageant  in  City  Park 

In  the  Wenatchee  Vacation  School  a  patriotic 
pageant  was  given  in  the  city  park  on  a  Friday  night, 
when  more  than  2,000  people  were  present.  The 
band-stand  served  as  the  platform.  It  was  filled, 
and  was  quite  completely  surrounded  with  vacation 
school  children  who  represented  the  nations  of  the 
world.  Many  of  them  carried  flags.  Miss  Columbia 
was  the  central  figure.  Only  a  piano  was  used  to 
accompany  them,  but  a  special  chorus  of  one  hun- 
dred voices  surrounded  the  piano.  The  outdoor  sing- 
ing was  good.  The  fact  that  we  were  to  put  on  a 
pageant  in  the  park  before  a  large  audience  made 
the  boys  and  girls  work  much  harder  to  learn  thor- 
oughly their  numbers  and  difficult  selections  than  if 
we  had  given  a  program  at  11  a.  m.  More  than  a 
dozen  selections  were  sung  entirely  from  memory. 

Exhibits  and  Awards 

There  can  be  an  exhibit  of  handwork  in  an  ad- 
joining room  even  though  the  final  program  is  given 
in  a  church  auditorium  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  or 
on  a  Friday  evening.  Or  the  exhibit  can  be  placed 
in  the  vestibule,  where  it  can  be  seen  as  the  parents 
enter  and  pass  out. 

Awards  are  often  given  to  those  having  the  best 
record  in  regularity,  punctuality,  good  deportment, 
memory  work,  bringing  others,  raising  the  most 
money  for  missions,  writing  the  best  papers,  or  mak- 
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ing  the  best  articles.  Our  awards  consist  of  books 
and  Testaments.  We  have  been  much  surprised  to 
find  that  Jews  and  Catholics,  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  win  an  award,  often  take  a  New  Testa- 
ment instead  of  a  story  book. 

Sometimes  those  who  have  written  exceptionally 
good  papers  are  asked  to  read  them  as  part  of  the 
final  program. 

Sometimes  we  have  a  special  verse-finding  con- 
test, when  we  say,  after  the  boys  and  girls  have 
marched  around  and  received  their  Testaments, 
"  The  first  ten  boys  and  girls  who  find  a  verse  can 
keep  the  Testament  which  you  now  have  in  your 
hand."  The  verse-finding  contest  always  interests 
the  fathers,  mothers,  and  Sunday  School  workers. 

When  we  announce  the  amount  of  money  con- 
tributed by  the  boys  and  girls  for  missions  we  give 
the  audience  an  opportunity  to  supplement  the  offer- 
ing. We  then  ask  four  or  six  or  eight  of  the  older 
boys  to  come  to  the  platform  and  receive  the  offer- 
ing, instead  of  calling  upon  men  in  the  audience  to 
do  this.  We  always  tell  the  audience  how  the  money 
is  to  be  used. 


XX 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

THOSE  who  wish  to  make  a  further  study  of 
vacation  schools,  or  who  desire  help  in 
some  special  department,  will  find  the  fol- 
lowing books  good  and  helpful  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  work: 

Sets  of  Manuals 
Manuals,  handbooks  and  textbooks  have  been  is- 
sued by  the  International  Association  of  Danly 
Vacation  Bible  Schools,  90  Bible  House,  New  York ; 
The  Judson  Press,  1701  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia, 
and  the  Westminster  Press,  Witherspoon  Building, 
Philadelphia.  Write  them  for  latest  price  list.  The 
Abingdon  Press,  150  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York,  pub- 
lishes courses  designed  especially  for  Week-Day 
Church  Schools,  but  much  of  the  material  can  be 
used  in  a  vacation  school. 

In  General 
"How  To  Conduct  a  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School",  Vernon  (Standard  Press,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio) ;  "  How  To  Conduct  a  Church  Vacation 
School ",  Gage  (Judson  Press)  ;  "  The  Vacation  Re- 
ligious Day  School",  Stafford  (Abingdon  Press). 

Bible 
"Manual   of  Graded  Bible  Courses"    (90  Bible 
House,  New  York);   "Who  Was  It?     Stories", 
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Johnston  (Badger) ;  "  When  the  King  Came ", 
Hodges  (Houghton-Mifflin)  ;  "  One  Hundred  Bible 
Stories  for  Children  ",  Bird  (Nelson).  Also  the  fol- 
lowing by  Revell  Co. :  "  Scripture  Memory  Work  ", 
Verkuyl;  "Tell  Me  a  True  Story",  Stewart,  and 
"Tell  Me  a  Story  of  Jesus",  Stewart;  "Bible  in 
Graded  Story",  Baker  and  Baker,  Vols.  1  and  2 
(Abingdon  Press)  ;  "  Travel  Book  for  Juniors ", 
Hanson  (Abingdon  Press)  ;  "  Geography  of  Bible 
Lands",  Crosby  (Abingdon  Press). 

Dramatisation  and  Pageantry 

"Dramatization  of  Bible  Stories",  Miller  (Univ. 
of  Chicago  Press)  ;  "  The  Good  Samaritan ",  Cole 
(Badger)  ;  "  Dramatized  Bible  Stories  for  Young 
People ",  Russell  (Doran) ;  "  Pageants  and  Pag- 
eantry", Bates  and  Orr  (Ginn  &  Co.);  "Festivals 
and  Plays",  Chubb  (Harper's);  "Shorter  Bible 
Plays  ",  Benton  (Abingdon  Press)  ;  "  Pageantry  and 
Dramatics  in  Religious  Education",  Meredith 
(Abingdon  Press). 

Music 

"Manual  of  Hymns,  Songs  and  Marches",  (90 
Bible  House,  New  York)  ;  "  Songs  For  Little  Peo- 
ple ",  Danielson-Conant  (Pilgrim  Press)  ;  "  Carols  " 
(Leyda);  "Melodies"  (Leyda);  "Junior  Hymns 
and  Carols"  (Leyda). 

Handwork 

"  Manual  of  Handwork  ",  (90  Bible  House,  New 
York)  ;  "  Handwork  in  Religious  Education  ",  War- 
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die  (Univ.  of  Chicago  Press)  ;  "  Handwork  in  the 
Sunday  School",  Littlefield  (Sunday  School  Times)  ; 
"A  Manual  of  Craft  Work"  (Westminster  Press). 

Habit  Talks 

"  Manual  of  Graded  Bible  Stories  and  Habit, 
Health  and  First  Aid  Outlines  "  (90  Bible  House, 
New  York)  ;  "  Supplementary  Manual "  (90  Bible 
House) ;  "  Stories  For  Talks  To  Boys ",  Cheley 
(Association  Press). 

Games 

"Boy  Scout  Hand  Book",  Chapter  9;  "Hand- 
book for  Pioneers "  (Association  Press)  ;  "  The 
Children's  Book  of  Games  and  Parties ",  Bailey 
(Donohue)  ;  "  Games  For  the  Playground,  Home, 
School  and  Gymnasium",  Bancroft  (Macmillan). 

Kindergarten  and  Primary 

"  Supplementary  Manual ",  (90  Bible  House, 
New  York)  ;  "  Listening  to  Our  Heavenly  Father  ", 
Towne  (Westminster  Press)  ;  "  Beginner's  Book  in 
Religion ",  Baker  (Abingdon  Press)  ;  M  First  Pri- 
mary Book  in  Religion  ",  Colson  (Abingdon  Press)  ; 
"Methods  With  Beginners",  Danielson  (Pilgrim 
Press);  "The  Primary  Worker  and  Work", 
Thomas  (Abingdon  Press)  ;  "  Mayflower  Program 
Book",  Perkins  and  Danielson  (Pilgrim  Press). 

Story  Books 
"  Primary  Mission  Stories  ",  Applegarth  (Doran)  ; 
"Junior    Mission    Stories",    Applegarth    (Doran); 
"  Rules     of     the     Game ",     Lambertson     (Abing- 
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don  Press);  "Followers  of  the  Marked  Trail", 
Frayser  ( Abingdon  Press)  ;  "  World  Stories  Re- 
told",  Sly  (Judson  Press);  "Golden  Windows", 
Richards  (Little,  Brown  &  Co.)  ;  "  Fifty-two  Story 
Talks  ",  Chidley  (Doran)  ;  "  For  the  Story  Teller  ", 
Bailey  (Bradley).  Also  the  following  by  Revell: 
"  Children's  Story  Sermons ",  Kerr ;  "  Children's 
Missionary  Story  Sermons ",  Kerr ;  "  Children^ 
Gospel  Story  Sermons",  Kerr;  "If  I  Were  You", 
Chambers ;  "  Sunny  Windows  ",  Bowie ;  "  Fifty 
Missionary  Heroes  Every  Boy  and  Girl  Should 
Know",  Johnston;  "Tell  Me  a  Hero  Story", 
Stewart ;  "  How  to  Tell  Stories  to  Children  ",  Bry- 
ant (Houghton  Mifflin  Co.);  "Stories  to  Tell  to 
Children  ",  Bryant  (Houghton  Mifflin  Co.)  ;  "  Stories 
Children  Need",  Bailey  (Bradley);  "Stories  for 
Every  Holiday  ",  Bailey  (Abingdon  Press)  ;  "  Edu- 
cating by  Story  Telling",  Cather  (World  Book  Co.). 


WORK    AMONG    YOUNG    PEOPLE 


HUGH  T.  KERR 

Children's  Gospel  Story- 
Sermons 

A  New  Volume  of  Talks 
to  the  Young.  $1.25 

The  stories  are  drawn  from  his- 
tory, mythology,  the  daily  news- 
papers, biography,  and  fiction.  They 
are  all  interesting,  and  the  author 
always  makes  a  plain,  sensible, 
evangelical  application  of  them,  well 
calculated  to  help  boys  and  girls. 

8.  D.   CHAMBERS  Author  of  "If  I  Were  You." 

To  Be  or  Not  To  Be 

Brief  Talks  with  Children  and  Young  Folks. 

$1.25 

In  Mr.  Chambers'  new  volume  of  "Five  Minute  Talks" 
he  aims  at  helping  the  children  to  right  decisions — to 
determine  whether  they  will,  or  will  not,  acquire  certain 
good  and  bad  qualities,  calculated  to  either  make  or  mar 
their  characters  and  lives.  A  useful  series,  quite  above 
the    ordinary. 

W.  RUSSELL  BOWIE 

Rector  St.  Paul's   Episcopal  Church,  Richmond,  Va. 
Author  of  "The  Children's  Year,"  etc. 

Sunny  Windows 

and  Other  Sermons  for  Children.  $1.25 

"Every  pastor  has  the  rich  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
the  children,  and  desires  to  magnify  this  opportunity  for 
indoctrination  to  the  highest  degree.  The  advantage  of 
this  book  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  preacher  has  had  un- 
usual success  in  his  ministry  with  the  children  in  which 
he  has  made  use  of  all  the  materials  here  accumulated." 

Christian  Advocate. 


WADE  C.  SMITH 


Author  of 
'The    Little   Jets' 


etc. 


"Say,  Fellows!" 

Chummy    Talks  with  Young  Men  about  the 
Game  of  Life.  $1.25 

A  volume  of  the  famous  talks  from  Wade  Smith's 
Boys'  Class:  "Say  Fellows,  the  finest  and  biggest  and 
most  thrilling  game  of  all  is  the  life  game,  in  which 
our  adversary  is  the  devil.  The  forces  of  the  devil  are 
most  powerfully  organized  to  overthrow  the  forces  of 
God's  Kingdom." 


CHURCH   AND   SUNDAY    SCHOOL   WORK 


ROGER   W.  BABSON 

The  Future  of  the  Churches 

Historic  and  Economic  Facts.  $1.00 

Mr.  Babson  shows  in  a  constructive  way  how  the  fu- 
ture prosperity  and  achievement  of  the  church  are  de- 
pendent on  its  ability  to  enter  fully  into  the  manifold 
life  of  the  people,  and  stand  as  firmly  for  social  and 
civic  righteousness  as  for  the  meeting  and  supplying 
distinctly  spiritual  needs. 


Pres.  WILLIAM  ALLEN  HARPER 

Author  of  "The  New  Church  For  The  New  Time"  etc. 

The  Church  in  the  Present  Crisis     $1.75 

Dr.  Harper's  new  book  is  a  refreshing,  stimulating  an- 
tidote to  the  host  of  works  concerning  the  church's  fail- 
ure and  of  mankind's  growing  worse  and  worse  year  by 
year.  Dr.  Harper  is  fully  aware  of  what  the  church 
lacks  and  of  the  necessity  for  new  methods  and  fresh 
life  and  he  discusses  various  modus  operandi  which  should 
lead  to  a  larger  increase  of  usefulness  and  power. 


P.  E.  BURROUGHS     Author   of   "The    Present-Day 
1  Sunday  School." 

Building  a  Successful  Sunday  School 

$1.50 

A  valuable  study  of  means  and  methods  from  the 
adoption  of  which  the  best  results  may  be  looked  for, 
in  the  management  of  a  large  school.  Dr.  Burroughs 
writes  out  of  a  large  experience,  and  his  suggestions 
and  plans  of  management  are  of  an  unusually  valuable 
sort. 


ROBERT  F,  Y.  PIERCE    International  IUustrator 

Blackboard  Efficiency 

Illustrated  $1.50 

A  new  book  by  the  author  of  "Pictured  Truth"  and 
"Pencil  Points"  contains  a  new  wealth  of  lessons  on 
both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  with  sketches  for 
blackboard  work.  The  simplicity  and  charm  of  Dr. 
Pierce's  work  is  well  known.  His  "Chalk  Sketches"  are 
bo  simple  that  any  teacher  can  draw  them,  yet  wonder- 
fully pointed  and  helpful  in  bringing  out  the  essence  of 
the  lessons. 


MISSIONS,  HOME    AND    ABROAD 


MARGARET  T.  APPLEOARTH 

Next  Door  Neighbors 

Thumbnail  sketches  from 
Home  Missions.  $1.25 

A  delightful  series  of  stories, 
written  for  children,  setting  forth 
the  many  curious  and  interesting 
traits  which  distinguish  the  little 
folks  of  various  races  and  na- 
tionalities who  rub  shoulders  in 
our  hospitable,  cosmopolitan  land. 
A  notable  addition  to  Home  Mis- 
sion  literature. 

J.  R.  SAUNDERS,  Th.  D. 

Graves    Theological    Seminary, 
Canton,   China 

The  Chinese  as  They  Are  $1.50 

The  well-known  missionary  writer  in  his  latest  work 
shows  the  exact  situation  now  confronting  the  Chinese 
and  the  Western  world.  A  book  of  great  fascination  for 
all  interested  in  the  Chinese  question. 

J.  R.  SAUNDERS,  Th.  P. 
Men  and  Methods  That  Win  in  the 
Foreign  Fields  $1.00 

"A  thoughtful  study  of  the  present  conditions  existing 
in  the  foreign  mission  fields  and  a  consideration  of  the 
best  means  for  spiritual  and  Christian  conquest  in  these 
non-Christian  areas." — Christian  Advocate. 

MARGARET  M.  LACKEY 

"Laborers  Together" 

A  Study  of  Southern  Baptist  Missions  in 
China.     Illustrated.  $1.00 

A  practical  study  of  Southern  Baptist  Missions  in 
China  especially  adapted  for  Reading  Courses  and  per- 
sonal study. 

WILLIAM  OWEN  CARVER,  P.P. 

Professor  of  Comparative  Religion  and  Missions 
Southern  Baptist  Theol.  Sem. 

The  Bible,  A  Missionary  Message 

Study  of  Activities  and  Methods.  $1.50 

An  invaluable  book  dealing  in  a  detailed,  comprehen- 
sive way  with  God's  plan  of  salvation  for  the  race,  as 
revealed  in  His  Word,  History,  Prophecy  etc. 


CHURCH  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORK 


WILLIAM  ALLEN  HARPER     President  Elon  College, 

"»'  "' — — — —  North  Carolina 

Reconstructing  the  Church 

i2mo. 

Dr.  Harper  solves  the  problems  of  _federated  and 
community  churches,  industrialism  and  social  reconstruc- 
tion, etc.,  along  lines  compatible*  with  the  teachings  and 
spirit  of  Jesus. 

PETER  AINSLIE,  P.P.  Editor  of  "The  Christian 

•  Umon  Quarterly" 

If  Not  a  United  Church-What  ? 

The  Reinicker  Lectures  at  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia.     i2mo. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  Handbooks  presenting  the  pro- 
posals of  a  United  Christendom.  Dr.  Ainslie  writes  vigor- 
ously, yet  without  heat  or  partisanship,  and  presents  a 
cogent  and  lucid  plea  for  the  cause  that  must  be  answered. 

FRANK  L.  BROWN  Gen'ISec.  Worlds.  S.  Assoc 

'  American  Section 

Plans  for  Sunday  School  Evangelism 

i2mo. 

"Here  is  a  record  of  a  successful  superintendent's  ex- 
perience, supplemented  by  unusual  opportunities  to  ob- 
serve how  other  superintendents  and  pastors  won  their 
scholars  to  Christ.  If  you  buy  only  one  book  this  year—; 
let  it  be  this  one." — S.  S.  Times. 

HOWARP  J.   GEE 

Methods  of  Church  School 
Administration 

i6mo. 

A  Text  Book  for  Community  Training  Schools  and  In- 
ternational and  State  Schools  of  Sunday  School  Methods. 
Margaret  Slattery  says:  "Practical  and  adaptable  to 
schools  of  various  sizes  in  either  city  or  country.  Will 
meet  a  long-felt  need.  I  endorse  both  plan  and  purpose 
heartily." 

E.  C.  KNAPP  General  Secretary  Inland  Empire 

■  State  Sunday  School  Association 

The  Sunday  School  Between  Sundays 

i2mo, 

Mr.  Knapp  offers  a  large  number  of  ideas  and  sug- 
gestions, all  of  which  are  practical  and  capable  of  tangi- 
ble realization.  Pastors,  teachers  and  all  other  workers 
among  folk  will  find  Mr.  Knapp's  book  of  great  interest 
and  special  value. 


EXPERIENCES  OF  LIFE 


DONALD    HANKEY       Author  of  "A  Student  in  Arms'* 

Letters  of  Donald  Hankey 

With  Introduction  and  Notes  by  Edward  Mil- 
ler, M.A.    Illustrated,  8vo, 

"As  a  further  revelation  of  the  personality  of  the  man 
who  wrote  'A  Student  in  Arms,'  these  personal  letters 
possess  an  interest  difficult  to  overestimate.  They  are  inti- 
mate, human,  appealing;  they  cover  Hankey's  college 
days;  the  periods  spent  in  foreign  travel;  the  years  in 
Australia,  and  the  fateful  months  he  spent  in  France  as 
one  of  the  immortal  'First  Hundred  Thousand,'  and 
where  he  made  the  supreme  sacrifice." — Christian  Work. 

ARTHUR  PORRITT 

The  Strategy  of  Life 

A  Book  for  Boys  and  Young  Men.  Foreword 
by  John  Henry  Jowett,  D.D.    i2mo. 

'I  wish  that  this  little  book  might  be  placed  in  the  hands 


of  every  boy  and  young  man  throughout  the  Anglo-Saxon 
world:  Here  we  have  practical  guidance  in  the  essential 
secrets  which  lie  behind  all  Social  Reconstruction;  even 
the  fashioning  of  character  and  the  nourishing  of  life."— 
Rev.  J.  H.  Jowett. 


EDWARD  LEIGH  PELL    Author  of  "Our  TroubUsem* 
■  Religious,  Questions" 

Bringing  Up  John 

A  Book  for  Mothers'  and  Other  Teachers  of 
Boys  and  Girls.    i2mo, 

"It  is  not  only  a  mother's  book,  it  is  a  book  for  fathers, 
for  all  teachers  of  children,  and  also  for  pastors,  who  will 
be  especially  interested  in  the  author's  efforts  to  separate 
what  Christ  actually  taught  from  the  ideas  which  we  have 
inherited  from  our  pagan  ancestors,  and  who  will  find  in 
the  volume  abundant  fresh  material  on  the  most  pressing 
problem  of  our  times." — S.  S,  Times. 

A.   H.   McKINNEY 

Guiding  Girls  to  Christian  Womanhood 

I2H10. 

In  her  progress  towards  maturity  a  girl  requires  some- 
thing richer,  something  of  a  more  permanent,  fundamental 
order.  How  this  may  be  provided  is  set  forth  by  a  writer 
who  knows,  not  only  the  adolescent  mind,  but  the  methods 
best  calculated  to  enrich  and  develop  the  nature  as  life  be- 
comes fraught  with  increasing  responsibilities.  The  book 
has  an  excellent  bibliography  and  list  of  activities  suitable 
for  growing  girls. 


BOOKLETS 


FREDERICK  F.  SHANNON 

The  Land  of  Beginning 
Again 


The  Comrade  Series. 


.60 


nKKMCK  t  «*AMW> 


.60 


Mr.  Shannon's  conspicuous  gifts  are 
given  full  play  in  this  exceptionally 
fine  bit  of  writing  based  on  the  story 
of  Naaman  the  Syrian.  Finely  phras- 
ed, enriched  with  copious  illustration, 
it  forms  an  attractive  and  valuable 
addition  to  the  list  of  books  written 
by  this  eloquent  American  preacher. 

JOHN  MARVIN  DEAN 

The  Miracle  on  Hermon 

A  Tale  of  The  Carpenter. 

The  Comrade  Series. 

A  story  of  the  dawn  time  of  Christianity  written  in 
an  unusual,  unhackneyed  vein.  It  tells  us  of  how  a 
little  Gentile  cripple-child  caught  a  vision  of  the  strong, 
healing  Christ,  on  the  shining  slopes  of  Hermon. 

EDWARD   LEIGH  PELL 

The  Story  of  Abraham  as  Told  by  Isaac 
The  Story  of  Paul  as  Told  by  Himself 

Each,  Illustrated,  50c. 

New  volumes  in  a  very  popular  series. 

"Dr.  Pell's  aim  in  these  stories  is  to  make  the  Bible 
heroes  more  real  to  young  people  by  having  them  tell 
their  own  life  stories." — Christian  Observer. 


Earlier  Volumes  of  PelPs  Bible  Stories 

Illustrated.  Each,  .50 

The  Story  of  Abraham.    As  Told  by  Isaac. 
The  Story  of  Paul.    As  Told  by  Himself. 
The  Story  of  Jesus  for  Little  People. 
The  Story  of  Joseph — The  Dreamer. 
The  Story  of  David— The  Idol  of  the  People. 


THIS  BOOK  IS  DUE  ON  THE  LAST  DATE 
STAMPED  BELOW 

AN  INITIAL  FINE  OF  25  CENTS 

WILL  BE  ASSESSED   FOR   FAILURE  TO  RETURN 
THIS   BOOK  ON   THE  DATE   DUE.   THE  PENALTY 
WILL  INCREASE  TO  50  CENTS  ON  THE  FOURTH 
DAY    AND    TO     $1.00    ON    THE    SEVENTH     DAY 
OVERDUE. 
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